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“When the Prime Minister Makes a Request — You Don’t Refuse”

Not many know that in his youth, Yehuda Dekel (1929-2008) — who served, among other
positions, as director-general of the Jewish Agency’s Settlement Division and chairman of the
board of the Council for Conservation of Heritage Sites in Israel — was a rising star in
agricultural research, and predicted to have a glorious future ahead.

That future was cut short because of his commitment to Zionism and ... to a special
request/demand from Israel’s first prime minister, David Ben-Gurion.

Dekel, a graduate of Mikve Israel, fighter in the Palmach and lieutenant colonel in the IDF, was
a brilliant student in the Department of Agriculture at Hebrew University. In the spring of
1957, at the age of 28, he received a master’s degree in agriculture (M.Sc.Agr.), with highest
honors (summa cum laude).

This award of excellence was based on groundbreaking research that Dekel conducted over
many months, days and nights in the cotton fields of the State of Israel. He was looking for a
way to use spraying for controlled shedding of leaves, to enable mechanized cotton picking
instead of the labor-intensive manual method that was customary at the time. His efforts
were successful. He tried various methods in 90 plots, spraying different substances until he
achieved an optimal result. As he recalled: “One day | came to the experiment plot and was
greeted with the vision | had so hoped for: in one subplot, | was greatly gratified to see a
group of cotton plants that had lost almost all their leaves.”

From that point on, the road was clear to complete his thesis, and — no less important — the
era of mechanized cotton picking began.

Yehuda was delighted. His teachers at the Faculty of Agriculture recommended that he pursue
doctoral studies in the United States. He registered at the University of North Carolina as a
research associate with a generous scholarship. Yehuda, his wife Nehama and their son
Avishay, who was 7, planned to spend several years abroad. The rented apartment was
returned to its owners, a friend in the US rented an apartment for them there, the suitcases
were packed and tickets were bought to sail to New York (this was before the time of
international air travel).

A few days before the ship was set to sail, Raanan Weitz, director of the Jewish Agency’s
Settlement Division, contact him urgently and demanded he cancel all his plans and stay in
Israel: “You have to immediately join the planning and development team of a new region in
the south — Lakhish. | need you there tomorrow morning. | need someone | can trust there.”

Yehuda informed Raanan Weitz that this was impossible and he was determined to sail within
a short time to the United States. Weitz didn’t give up: “What | am offering you is the most
prestigious and challenging job in the Settlement Division. It’s a job that totally and completely
embodies Zionism . . . and as for studies — you'll have time for that later.”

Yehuda Dekel stuck to his refusal; in response, heavier means of pressure were exerted.
Among other things, Weitz invited Yehuda’s wife, Nehama, to his home and placed pressure
on her. When that didn’t help, the Minister of Finance, Levi Eshkol, who was concurrently



serving as head of the Jewish Agency Settlement Division, called Yehuda, adding his full weight
to the effort. In vain: Yehuda was staunch in his resolve to go the US for doctoral studies.

And then, the largest steamroller was brought in: Prime Minister and Minister of Defense
David Ben-Gurion. He did not act directly, but adopted a sophisticated military technique of
the “indirect approach.” Ben-Gurion turned to Eliahu Dobkin, his colleague from the days of
the “state-in-the-making,” a member of the Jewish Agency management, the pre-state
“immigration minister,” and one of the 37 signatories of the Declaration of Independence. He
asked him to put pressure on Yehuda, as his father-in-law, father of Nehama, his wife ...

This time the pressure worked. The young Dekel family stayed in Israel and Yehuda quickly
became one of the founders and builders of the Lakhish region. The family moved to Ashkelon
and the rest, as they say, is history.

Years later, when Yehuda was asked why he “caved in,” he replied briefly: “When the prime
minister makes a request, you don’t refuse.”



Editor’s Note

For years, those involved in the protection of natural landscapes and cultural heritage,
both tangible and intangible, and in the effort to conserve them, have separated the two
issues. The distinction was based on the claim that each group possesses different
characteristics, which affect the way they are handled. Conservation of natural
landscapes is distinguished by minimal interference of humans; the protection and
conservation of cultural projects requires greater intervention. In the case of tangible
cultural heritages, the activity may take countless forms: stabilization, reconstruction,
rehabilitation, disassembly and assembly, strict and partial conservation, to name just
some of them.

The change in this approach occurred when the social discourse shifted, and with it, the
values most emphasized: concern for the long-term sustainability of landscapes and
cultural assets, social justice, responsibility of the present generation for those to come,
spirit of place, belongingness to a place, and focus on differences among spaces,
communities, and states. This emphasis contributed to the adoption of new definitions of
cultural heritage and natural heritage. The new terms are characterized by an expansion
and generalization; they have replaced the focus on a single landscape or cultural item
and values that represent a unique natural phenomenon, important historical event, or
exceptional architectural style. As part of this development, there has been increasing
interest in cultural landscapes. The 1992 decision to include phenomena that represent
the encounter between nature and cultural creations in the definitions of landscapes and
assets included in the World Heritage List.

The linguistic compound of "cultural landscapes" was not new, but until the 1990s, the
discussion of this field focused on the relationship between people and nature and the
footmark of people in nature. Since the 1990s, it had also included recognition of the
balance between nature and cultural creations; it is impossible to understand one
without understanding the other, and together they represent a multipurpose space. As
such, its management requires the combination of three processes: (a) discovery of the
values of a space — natural, ecological, social, and cultural; (b) selection of
representations found there that express these values; and (c) supervision of the
development of the space and finding ways to protect it, its values, and the selected
representations.

Sites the Magazine — Issue 7 presents the development of the term "cultural landscapes"
and the diverse views that represent it. The collection articles and reviews includes our
parting from Prof. Arch. Saadia Mandl, who was a longstanding partner in shaping the
activity and the image of the Council for Conservation of Heritage Sites in Israel.



As always, the magazine opens with an article intended to clarify and lay the theoretical
foundation for this issue, by Irit Amit-Cohen. "Cultural Landscapes: The Encounter of
Humankind with the Landscape" presents the changes that have taken place over time in
the term "cultural landscapes," its definitions, and the attitude to it in institutions and
social communities. It is followed by the translation of an article published in 1999,
"Trends in European Cultural Landscape Development: Prospects for a Sustainable
Future." The article was written by two Dutch researchers, Willem Vos and Herman
Meekes, who summarized the changes that had taken place over time in the attitude of
European society to it cultural landscapes and in the recognition of their main
characteristic, namely, their multiple roles.

In her article, "The Role of Art, Tradition, and Beliefs in Defining Cultural Landscapes,"
Yael Alef analyzes the relationship of the Galilee landscape to the gospels and the pilgrim
traditions as a basis for its evaluation, examination of its significance, and, as a result, its
conservation. The fact that this cultural landscape represents universal values and the
efforts to secure its inclusion in the list of World Heritage Sites led to the decision to
include its English translation in the magazine. Anat Berlowitz and Ronen Sarudi
coauthored the article "Agricultural Cultural Landscapes in the Land of Israel: The Case of
Farming Terraces." They focus on agricultural cultural landscapes and the remnants
associated with them, reviewing the distribution of the phenomenon, its characteristics,
its importance, and the call for its conservation. Tseira Maruani reviews the "National
Park in Ramat Gan: Vision and Implementation," concentrating on its status as a first, an
example for parks established after it, and its value and status for the Ramat Gan
community.

Two articles in this issue focus on heritage and security. Yair Varon discusses the
universal and local values of cultural landscapes and of built assets associated with
defense, wartime events, and the need for defense. Eran Tearosh concentrates on
remnants of the First World War in the Land of Israel space, reviewing the events
associated with them and their value in contemporary society.

Lavi Shay examines the role of photography in the documentation of cultural landscapes.
By means of a series of photos of the Bab a-Zahira neighborhood in Jerusalem from 1850
to 1948, he shows the development of the neighborhood and the forces that shaped it.
Avi Sasson deals with the category of continuing cultural landscapes, in examination of
the historic value of the natural minerals and the limestone industry. Cultural landscapes
expressed along spatial axes are discussed in two articles: Zeevik Greenberg analyzes the
Path of the Wounded from Tel Hai Courtyard to Kfar Giladi, examining the stations along
its way, characterizing them, and discussing the messages the convey. Michal Halevi-Bar
characterizes the road between Jaffa and Jerusalem, a historic road whose route
coincides with its present course. The road and the remnants along it represent a cultural



landscape, many remains of which are no longer active, but serve as a means of
reconstructing landscapes of the past.

Three articles in this issue focus on national gardens and parks and analyze the encounter
they create between the natural landscape and built cultural heritage assets. In her
article, Rosh Tzippor Forest: On Nature in the Planning of the Yarkon Park," Shirily Gilad
examines and analyzes the degree of intervention of the authorities and planners in
designing its landscapes. Dror Segal presents Gan Hashlosha in Bet Shean Valley,
concentrating on the segment of it that once served as an "asclepeion," or water theater.
He argues that the use of the park and its water today represents a continuing organic
cultural landscape. Oved Yavin also returns to deal with the water landscapes in Bet
Shean Valley, but concentrates on the management of Nahal Harod. In his article,
"Cultural Landscapes at Nahal Harod: Dilemmas and Balances," he emphasizes the need
for management that strives for balance between the values of the landscape and its
development and adaptation to the needs of the population.

In addition to articles presenting research and discussion, the magazine also includes
several reviews of cultural landscapes in the Israeli space: Hagar Reuveni presents the
biosphere region in the Megiddo Regional Council; Fanny Goldsmith writes about the
cultural landscapes in the Yoav Regional Council; and Gavriel Kertesz discusses the
construction in southern Sinai in the years 1970-1980. His review is dedicated to the
memory of Saadia Mandl; it presents his planning perspective and argument for
integration of construction with the desert landscapes.

As in previous issues of the magazine, the articles in Issue 7 are accompanied by a leading
paragraph that ties them together and shows how they revolve around the central theme
—different aspects of cultural landscapes. This common thread serves two additional
purposes: one, to expand our audience, researchers, and people interested in
conservation, and the other, to present our readers with the discipline, its current
discourse, and the related definitions, trends, and approaches.

Prof. Irit Amit-Cohen



Our Landscapes and the Landscapes We Created:
Will the Two Walk Together? Unless ...

Dear Readers,

Issue 7 of Sites the Magazine focuses on the dialogue between the environmental
landscape of nature and the cultural heritage created by humans.

Sites the Magazine is characterized by its review of the different avenues of
conservation, in search of new chapters, topics that have not been discussed, and the
creation of a rich array of the different aspects of heritage, presented to us with
increasing intensity.

As Issue 7 addresses the relationship of nature and the environment, which are
products of Creation, with the impact and creations of humans, the authors and the
editor of the magazine make a courageous, significant move: an attempt to "carve out"
a central theme in this dialogue, which is significant to our lifestyles. For this discussion
has numerous implications and it is must be carried out — situation analyses, forecasts —
with the necessary sensitivity to ensure discourse based on mutual respect. After all,
we are dealing with a product of God and a product of humans. Will culture be shaped
with the warranted harmony and humility? Or will it be done with violence and
arrogance, the ambition to build highways that injure wound the acts of Creation from
such a long time ago?

| look back on an experience of culture, landscape, and people. The time — the mid-
1990s; the place —Tel Naama (Nueima), an archeological tell (created by humans)
northwest of Kibbutz Kfar Blum, near Hagomeh Junction. And this is the background: in
the 1940s, the Schwartz family, originally pioneers who came from Vienna, settled
here; they built the first fishing farm in the Land of Israel. The Schwartz brothers settled
at Tel Naama, on top of thousand-year-old layers — EB1, EB 2, and the Late Bronze Age.

As entrepreneurs and pioneers through and through, they built the farm, Schwartz
Farm, with the most careful attention of one of the country's finest architects, Arieh
Sharon, who left us a built heritage in many places in Israel. Eventually, in the 1960s,
the Schwartz Farm was abandoned and the fishponds they built there (a cultural
landscape in its own right) were moved to farms in the area.



The proposal of a few members in the Upper Galilee to restore, revive it and make the
place cultural art center was met with the refusal of the Antiquities Authority. In an
effort to promote the project nevertheless, a meeting was set on the tell on a winter
day in 1996 In the evening hours, we sat there together: Amir Drori, director of
thelsrael Antiquities Authority, Prof. Tzaferis Vassilios, director of excavations and
surveys at the Antiquities Authority and Dr. Zvi Gal, archeologist of the Northern Region
in the Antiquities Authority. Members of the Council for Conservation of Heritage Sites,
Yossi Feldman and myself; the entrepreneurs; and a member of Kfar Blum, an artist
who had begun conservation work on one of Arieh Sharon's residential buildings. The
tmosphere was comfortable and cordial and the views around us, the flocks of storks
gliding above and the adjacent cultural landscapes, also contributed to the good
feelings.

The discussion revolved around the question of whether and how to renew human
activity on the tell, which was subject to strict laws as an archeological site. Inspired by
Amir Drori and his staff, the group agreed that the handling of the historic buildings of
the Schwartz Farm would be examined, studied, researched, and approved with due
caution.

At the end of the conversation, Prof. Tzaferis Vassilios, a Greek and a non-Jew, asked to
say a few words. Vassilios, who had come to Israel and fallen in love with the country,
was one of the excavators and researchers of the Banias and very involved in Israeli life,
to the point that he was appointed to senior positions in the Antiquities Authority.

| quote him as | remember his words: "I don't have much to say, and I'm pleased with
the agreement to examine and so forth. However, personally, | must say: What a very
strange species you are! The Jewish people has a rich history, mainly in the Land of
Israel underneath the surface. The state invests millions in excavations, research,
publications, enforcement and conservation of its archeology, and look — anything
associated

with the Zionist project, above the ground, is less important, less significant to you ...
you really are a

strange nation ..."

In my view, these words embody the significance of this dialogue, the essential
dialogue; for without the necessary harmony, there are no landscapes and no cultural
design. In the in-depth discussion it conducts, Sites the Magazine 7 proves the need for
such dialogue. If it takes place on the basis of mutual respect and professional values,
the landscapes and the cultural landscapes have a purpose and significance.



This issue is being published about six months after the passing of professor and
architect, Saadia Mandl, who was chairman of the board of the Council for many years.
As chairman of the editorial board of Sites the Magazine, he contributed his skills to the
shaping the character and content of this undertaking. Architect Gavriel Kertesz
dedicated an article to his memory, based on their joint work in Sinai. We shall miss the
presence of Prof. Saadia Mandl in our future work.

| would like to express my sincere gratitude to the authors and researchers who did the
writing and the research; to the magazine editor, Prof. Irit Cohen-Amit, for her
extensive efforts on publishing this and the previous editions of Site the Magazine,
which reflect the development of this important project; graphic designer Orna
Yazkirovich; language editor Nirit Itingon; and for the print production, Niv Amir and
the dedicated staff at P.M.I.

Sites — The Magazine is published under the auspices of the Yehuda Dekel Library.
Yehuda Dekel was a man of landscapes, of the Land of Israel, and one of those people
who created the cultural landscapes — in his service in the Palmach, in founding Kibbutz
Yiron and in the many positions he held in government organizations and as director-
general of the Settlement Division of the Jewish Agency. We are deeply grateful to the
Dekel family for its contribution and to Boaz Dekel, who spares no effort in helping
produce this magazine.

Faithfully yours,
Omri Shalmon
CEO

The Council for Conservation of Heritage Sites in Israel



Summaries

Cultural Landscapes: The Encounter of Humankind with the Landscape

Prof. Irit Amit-Cohen, head of ICOMOS Israel; head of Graduate Program in
Conservation Planning and Development of Cultural Landscape and Cultural
Heritage, Dept. of Geography and Environment, Bar llan University

amitcoi@biu.ac.il

In theThe population growth, pressure on the land, accelerated development,
growing concern about diminishing landscape resources — soil, water, and minerals —
along with fear of damage to cultural assets have heightened recognition of the
similarity between the natural landscape and cultural heritage assets, their
interdependence, and their role in shaping both the human and the landscape
environments. The understanding that the two are part of the same environment
and dependent on one another has led, in all periods of time, to thoughts about the
essence of the encounter between them and the possibility of placing them together
under a single definition, “cultural landscape.” The purpose of this article is to review
the development of the term, cultural landscape, to discuss the essence of the
encounter between the natural environment and cultural heritage assets, and to
support the claim that consideration of the linguistic combination and analysis of the
encounter between the natural and cultural landscapes will clarify the value of the
cultural landscapes and promote their conservation.

Keywords: natural landscape, environment, cultural heritage, protection,
conservation, integrated management

Trends in European Cultural Landscape Development: Prospects for a .
Sustainable Future
Willem Vos and Herman Meekes, Researchers in Wageningen, Netherland

(Hebrew version, Irit Amit Cohen, amitcoi@biu.ac.il)
Abstract of the Hebrew version

Throughout history humankind has always left its mark on the landscape. People
have recognized the importance of natural resources for their agricultural activity,
construction, industry, and energy, as well as their ecological and cultural value. The
relationship between humans and the landscape has been characterized by a
balance of utilization of the landscape, contribution to environmental quality, and
the development of culture and society. These relationships of dependence and
acknowledgement of the importance of each side led to the development of the



In recent years, in light of economic ”.cultural landscape® ,linguistic combination
changes, inventions, and technological development, the relationship between the
landscape and humankind has changed. Balanced utilization has been replaced by
excessive exploitation of land resources, creating pressure on the landscapes,
altering them, and threatening the loss of their physical, economic, cultural, and
research is to present the changes that have social value. The purpose of this
occurred over the years in the relationship between society and its landscapes, as
well as ways for promoting balanced management of cultural landscapes. The article
and the ”,cultural landscape” focuses on European countries, their perception of
changes that have occurred in this respect over time. In light of the findings and
analysis, the authors present several conclusions: in order to promote long-term
sustainability of the cultural landscapes, European countries must recognize the
change that has taken place in their role, from a single economic role to multiple
roles. Above all, in light of this change, farmers must acknowledge that the role of
food, but also to fulfill environmental, space is not only to ensure the supply of
’social, cultural, and experiential needs. Alongside the change in the farmers
awareness, countries must promote legislation that meets these needs and they
must work together. This cooperation should be practical as well as academic:
multidisciplinary social and environmental research that seeks effective solutions to
.conserving the necessary balance

Keywords: history of the landscape, landscape planning, management, rural-
agricultural landscape

The Christianization of a Landscape: Associative Cultural Landscapes in the Northern Sea
of Galilee
Architectural Conservator ,Yael Alef

Israel Antiquities Authority and Department of Environment and Geography, Bar llan
University

yaelalef@gmail.com

The landscapes of the northern Sea of Galilee are associated with the gospels and
the pilgrimages to holy sites since the infancy of Christianity and to this day. The
landscape is intertwined with the stories and the stories are intertwined with the
landscape, shaping and changing each other, generation after generation. These are
the "associative cultural landscapes" of a living religious heritage. The landscape is
collective Christian part of the dynamic social and cultural processes that create the
memory, and at the same time, they are a product of these processes. Work on
preparing the nomination proposal for inclusion of Christian sites in UNESCO's World
Heritage in 2007-2009 gave rise to questions about their cultural significance and
ways of examining them, and the need to revisit the conservation of this heritage.



The article analyzes the relationship between the landscape, the gospels, and the
.pilgrimage traditions as the basis for its evaluation and conservation

Keywords: associative cultural landscape, conservation, living religious heritage,
cultural meaning, the northern Sea of Galilee, collective memory, Christianity,
Crusader movement, sacred places

Agricultural Cultural Landscapes in the Land of Israel: The Case of Farming Terraces

Architect, M.S. in Conservation of Monuments and Sites ,Anat Berlowitz
anat@anatberlovitz.com
Architect ,Ronen Sarudi

sarudi@gmail.com

Cultural landscapes include different encounters of the natural landscape with
cultural products. Some of these, such as villages, agricultural land uses, fences,
infrastructures, and farming terraces are spread over considerable areas. Farming
terraces are located on mountainsides and in valleys in many of the countries that
border the Mediterranean Sea. The terraces are evidence of farming methods and
lifestyles that have characterized these countries throughout their history. Some of
the countries, including Israel, have tried to include these cultural landscapes in their
cultural heritage lists, thereby encouraging their protection and conservation. The
purpose of this review is to present the activity related to this subject in Israel, and
the methods used to document it. Therefore, the review focuses on the ,particularly
process of data collection and the creation of a digital database to present the
information on farming terraces in Israel to the general public. The aim of the
database is to facilitate characterization of the terraces and, subsequently, their
.protection and conservation

Keywords: vernacular-agricultural heritage, farming terraces, digital
documentation, database

The National Park in Ramat Gan: Vision and Implementation
Department of Geography and Environment, Bar-llan University ,Tseira Maruani

tseiram@gmail.com

The National Park in Ramat Gan, which now covers an area of about 300 dunams,
was established in the early 1950s; it was Israel's first large urban park. However, it is



significant because of the vision behind its establishment and — and mainly — also
the social, national, and design ideas it embodied. The purpose of this article is to
present the vision and its implications on the park's design, and in doing so, to
examine its values and the justification for its inclusion in the cultural landscapes of
.the city of Ramat Gan

Keywords: park design, Ramat Gan, National Park, Ir Ganim, Avraham Krinitzi,
Moshe Kivshany

Defensive Cultural Landscapes: Universal and Local Values
Yair Varon, Architect; Lecturer, Ariel University School of Architecture; Ph.D. student, Bar
llan University

yavaron@yahoo.com

There is a wide variety of defensive landscapes and heritage assets that represent
the issue of security. The survival of these landscapes and assets can be attributed to
their physical characteristics, location in space, function, and the relationship
between them and society — its identity, culture, lifestyles, and security needs, past
and present. These relationships and values support the demand to protect
defensive landscapes and assets and conserve them, at both the local and the
universal levels.

The purpose of this article is to define defensive landscapes as a grouping of cultural
landscapes, to present the universal and local values, and to suggest methods for
categorizing them. The presentation is intended to strengthen the status of these
landscapes, both in the cultural-heritage discourse and in the physical space.

Keywords: defensive heritage, world heritage, commemorative landscape

"The Great War" in the Land of Israel and Its Impact on the Landscapes
Eran Tearosh, Chair, The Society for the Heritage of World War I in Israel

erantearosh@gmail.com

The First World War (1914-1918) was a formative event that left its mark on many
countries of the world. Among these was the Land of Israel, which was a
battleground between two hostile blocs: the army of the "Central Powers" (led by
the Ottoman Empire, but including forces of the German Empire and the Austro-
Hungarian Empire, as well), and the "Entente Powers" (which were led by the forces
of the British Empire and its colonies, and included the armies of France and its
colonies, Italy, and other countries). The mark left by the Great War took many



forms, including memorialization, conservation, and the shaping of landscapes and
tangible assets, testimony to the events and the characters related to the war. In the
Land of Israel, these landscapes include remains of battlefields, roads and railroad
tracks, camps, cemeteries, monuments, significant buildings, museums, and signs. In
this article, some of these aspects are reviewed from the perspective of their
expression in the space of the Land of Israel.

Keywords: First World War, Ottoman railroad tracks

The Man and the Tree in the Field: Photographed Cultural Landscapes in the
Bab a-Zahira Neighborhood of Jerusalem, 1850-1948

Dr. Lavi Shay, Manager, Library and Archives, Yad Yitzhak Ben-Zvi, Jerusalem, and a
leader of the Israel Revealed to the Eye documentation project

lavi@ybz.org.il

Human society has taken an interest in the landscape and its design for thousands of
years, expressing this in the space itself and its images. Study of the landscape —a
term that refers to the appearance of and phenomena in a given area with unique
features — and of the images of the landscape are both prominent fields in
contemporary geocultural research. Researchers in this discipline investigate the
hidden meanings underlying the visible patterns of the landscape and examine the
different groups and the struggles among them, as expressed in the landscape and
its representations. One way to examine and analyze cultural landscapes is by means
of photography. In the case of landscapes of the past that have disappeared,
historical photographs are likely to be the main source of information. In this brief
article, | use historical photographs to examine the development of the Bab a-Zahira
Arab neighborhood, built north of the Old City of Jerusalem from the late nineteenth
century until 1948, as an example of a cultural landscape that has undergone
processes of redesign. | concentrate on the relationship between humankind and the
vegetation landscape in the neighborhood and on the power relations between the
groups there, as reflected in the photos.

Keywords: photography, cultural landscapes, vegetation, grove, Bab a-Zahira
neighborhood

A Continuing Cultural Landscape — The Natural Minerals and the Limestone
Industry
Senior Lecturer, Ashkelon Academic CollegeAvi Sasson,

sassonavi@gmail.com



The study of cultural landscapes deals with cultures that have left their mark on the
landscape. These include remnants of industrial vernaculars, which are often
characterized by their broad sprawl. They are evidence of daily economic activity,
industry, crafts, agriculture and the technology of construction. The limestone
industry is such as case; it operated for thousands of years in the Land of Israel, at
the foot of the central hill overlooking the coastal plan. This strip of the landscape
stretches from the Modi'in-Ben Shemen region in the south to the area of Rosh
Ha'ayin and Migdal Tsedek in the north. It includes a large concentration of quarries
and limestone furnaces, which have operated since ancient times — particularly in
the Roman era — and to this day. This creates is a sort of open museum of the history
of the limestone industry in Israel, and it fits two categories by which the World
Heritage Committee sorts its landscapes: it is a continuing organically evolved
cultural landscape and an associative and heroic cultural landscape. The purpose of
this article is to review this landscape, its unique character and its landscape and
cultural value.

Keywords: industrial cultural heritage landscapes, limestone industries,
vernacular remnants

The Path of the Wounded from Tel Hai Courtyard to Kfar Giladi: The Paved
Pathway as a Heritage Asset

Zeevik Greenberg, Senior lecturer, Tel Hai College and Associate Researcher, the
Institute for Research of the Kibbutz and the Collective Ideal, Haifa University

greenbrg@telhai.ac.il

For many years, the Path of the Wounded, which connects Tel Hai Courtyard to Kfar
Giladi, was used by participants to reach the 11 of Adar ceremony and the Roaring
Lion statue. In time, the path became neglected, the route shifted, and it fell out of
use. In the mid-1990s, a decision was made to restore the role of the path. It was
redesigned; the route of the trail was repaired and segments of silent guidance were
integrated along it. These include different visual images, which contribute to
construction of the narrative about the path. This article examines the
representations along the path, their integration into the environment, the
significance of the encounter between a cultural object and the natural landscape,
and the contribution of all these to creating the narrative of the path at the local and
national levels, alike.

Keywords: Tel Hai, Kfar Giladi, historic path, representations in the landscape



Jaffa—Jerusalem Road as a Cultural Route*
Michal Halevi-Bar, M.A. student, Landscape Architecture, Faculty of Architecture and
Town Planning, the Technion, Haifa, Israel

halevibar@gmail.com

The term "cultural route," which developed in the field of cultural landscape
conservation, refers to understanding the landscape as a composite of different
parts. Understanding the cultural significance of a cultural route is important to its
development, but also to conservation of its values and the sites along it. Therefore,
it is an addition to the identification of the tangible items of the route, in order to
examine their authenticity and assess their contribution to the composite and the
wholeness of the route. Understanding the cultural significance is even more
important in the case of routes that lack authenticity and wholeness, such as Jaffa—
Jerusalem Road, which when paved and widened as a modern road was changed
beyond recognition. This article focuses on a historical-documentary analysis of this
route, which meets the criteria of a cultural route, as defined in the charter on
cultural routes (ICOMOS, 2008). Therefore, the sites and remains of the route that
are dispersed along the contemporary road were examined, and the route was
studied as a highly significant whole unit.

Keywords:cultural route, cultural meaning, Jaffa—Jerusalem Road

This article is based on my master's degree research, which was conducted under the
supervision of Professor Tal Alon-Moses, in the Landscape Architecture Program,
Faculty of Architecture and Town Planning at the Technion.

Rosh Tzippor Forest: On Nature in the Planning of the Yarkon Park

Israel Institute of Technology, Faculty of Architecture & — Arch.Technion ,Dr. Shirily Gilad-llsar
Town Planning

shirilygilad@gmail.com

Urban parks are one of the distinct symbols of planning of the modern Western city.
The landscape design of parks has changed over time, expressing developments in
human perceptions and values regarding nature. The planning history of the Rosh
Tzippor site in the Yarkon Park in Tel Aviv is an example of these processes. The site,



which opened in the early 2000s as an urban forest, underwent several different
incarnations of planning until it reached its present designation. The planning of the
area was assigned to the firm of landscape architect Gidon Sarig, who served as the
landscape architect of the entire Yarkon Park for over 30 years. The purpose of this
s work at the Rosh ’article is to examine the changing perceptions of nature in Sarig
Tzippor site, and to discuss the developments in the role of nature in Israeli urban
.culture, in general

Keywords: perceptions of nature, parks, landscape architecture, environmental
history, planning history

A Continuing Organically Evolved Cultural Landscape: Gan Hashlosha in the Bet
Shean Valley and Its Role as a Type of Asclepeion

Curator and Director, Footprints in the Valley Museum of Regional and Dror Segal,
Mediterranean Archeology, Gan Hashlosha; Archeologist, Israel Nature and Parks
Authority; and Research Associate, University of Haifa

mus@gan3.co.il

Gan Hashlosha National Park in the Bet Shean Valley is characterized by a
combination of natural resources and cultural creations, remnants of the past and
items designed in the present. This combination is employed to promote its role as a
tourism space that fulfills the desires and needs of different population groups —
families, single visitors, researchers, schoolchildren, members of the military, local
residents and organized (domestic and foreign) tour groups. The purpose of this
article is to describe the encounter between the natural landscape and the cultural
creativity and to focus on one activity that represents continuity: a complex that
once served the need for relaxation and leisure, and is now part of the tourist and
recreational experience in the park.

Keywords: Valley of Springs (Bet Shean Valley), Gan Hashlosha, archeological
remnants, tourism, continuity

The Cultural Landscape at Nahal Harod: Dilemmas and Balances
General Manager, South Jordan Drainage AuthorityOved Yavin,

yardend@yardend.org.il

Nahal Harod is rightly defined as a cultural landscape because it is an example of the
encounter between natural environment and the traditions associated with it. Some



of these traditions are ancient: Gideon, son of Yoash, chose his best warriors here
before setting out to fight the Midianites, and Avishag the Shunammite, who
according to tradition came from Shunem (Sulam, the name of the Arab village at
the foot of Givat Hamoreh), is also associated with the area of the river. Other
traditions are related to modern times: the Templer settlement in the late
nineteenth century and the modern agricultural development in the Harod Valley,
and later, about one hundred years ago, Jewish settlement — the cooperative in
Merhavia, followed by the founding of other kibbutzim and the modern Jewish city
of Afula.

In recent years, the boost of development has created many challenges revolving
around the need to protect the daily life and security of the residents and promote
of economic growth, on the one hand, along with the desire to conserving the
natural elements and the historic landscape that have characterized the valley for
millennia, on the other hand. The balance is expressed in the planning of the
drainage and management of the 33 kilometers of the Nahal Harod stream and
conservation of the land for agricultural purposes, alongside landscape and tourism
development. However, this gives rise to a broad range of dilemmas and requires the
investment of vast resources.

The purpose of this review is to present some of the dilemmas and their solutions, to
examine their characteristics and try to establish the claim that the existing process
of development and conservation at Nahal Harod embodies the very essence of the
link that creates cultural landscape — connecting humans, their views, their needs,
and their activity with the natural landscape and the importance of its conservation.

Keywords: cultural landscape, riverbed, drainage, agricultural land

The Biosphere Region in the Megiddo Regional Council

Hagar Reuveni, Megiddo Biosphere Region Coordinator

biosphere@megido.org.il

In 2011, the area of the Megiddo Regional Council and the communities within its
jurisdiction were recognized by UNESCO as a biosphere region. The purpose of the
article is to review the decision-making process that culminated in this recognition,
the factors that encouraged the regional council to conduct itself as a biosphere
region, the planning done after the recognition, the development and the
supervision.

Keywords:

biosphere region, rural space, administration, Megiddo Regional Council



Yoav Regional Council: Identification and Protection of Heritage Landscapes
and Assets

Architecture — Conservation, Preservation & Restoration Fanny Goldsmith, Architect,
of Historical Buildings & Sites — Accessibility

ftg545@gmail.com

Amendment 31 of the Planning and Building Law, which was passed in 1991, added
a significant layer to the statutory aspect of site and structure conservation, on the
level of awareness as well as practice. It provides for separate, detailed instructions
regarding the conservation of sites and buildings in planning and building
procedures, so that considerations of conservation are addressed in the early stages
of the process. In recent years, with the sponsorship of the Council for the
Conservation of Heritage Sites in Israel, the Yoav Regional Council conducted a
survey of cultural landscapes and assets. The purpose of the survey was to show the
unique character of the space, and thus persuade the planning and development
authorities in the regional council to conserve these landscapes and assets. This
purpose of this review is to describe the landscape and cultural wealth of the area
covered by the Yoav Regional Council, the findings of the survey, and its conclusions.

Keywords:

conservation survey, regional council, open areas, agricultural areas, the spirit of
a place

Southern Sinai: Building with and for the Bedouins, 1970-1980: Integration in the
Sinai Landscapes — Conserving Building Traditions

Gavriel Kertesz, Architect & Town Planner, Chairman - Planning Committee, The
Council for Conservation of Heritage Sites in Israel

kertesz.arch@gmail.com

Dedicated to the memory of Professor Saadia Mandl, Architect

Hikers in the southern Sinai cannot help but notice the breathtaking natural
landscapes, the oases, the tents and the Bedouins in traditional dress. All these
complement one another, creating a whole experience. The aim of this review is to
highlight the contribution of the Israeli Civil Administration during the years when it
was responsible for this tract of land, and of the approach and perspective adopted



by its employees, including the architect, Saadia Mandl, to conserving the unique
character of the space.

Keywords: building tradition, lifestyle, Dahab, the High Mountain region



The Role of Art, Tradition, and Beliefs in Defining Cultural Landscapes

Until 1992, the members of the World Heritage Organization sufficed with the definition
when including places that represent natural and cultural *,of a "mixed heritage site
heritages in their list. In 1992, the World Heritage Committee added the definition of
"cultural landscapes" to its list and defined three categories for classifying them, thus
elevating the status of the mixed sites. Nevertheless, their number in the list of World
were so — out of a total 1073 — Heritage Sites is not great, and in 2017, only 35 sites
designated. The explanation for this small number lies in the difficulty of managing a
mixed site, due to its size and the difference between the conservation approaches
applied to landscapes and cultural assets. Conservators of the former advocate minimal
if — human intervention, while the latter encourage it, in order to maintain, stabilize, and
reconstruct the object of conservation. In the case of acknowledging an — necessary
associative cultural landscape, these difficulties are compounded by the issue of defining
the significance of the landscape. As a rule, the significance of an associative cultural
landscape arises from the strong religious, artistic, or cultural context of nature, and not
the material cultural evidence, which may be secondary or even necessarily from
nonexistent. Indeed, there are almost no sites of this type in the World Heritage list.

The Christianization of a Landscape: Associative Cultural Landscapes in the
Northern Sea of Galilee
Yael Alef

The landscapes of the northern Sea of Galilee are associated with the gospels and the
pilgrimages to holy sites since the infancy of Christianity and to this day. The landscape is
intertwined with the stories and the stories are intertwined with the landscape, shaping and
changing each other, generation after generation. These are the "associative cultural
landscapes" of a living religious heritage. The landscape is part of the dynamic social and
cultural processes that create the collective Christian memory, and at the same time, they
are a product of these processes. Work on preparing the nomination proposal for inclusion
of Christian sites in UNESCQO's World Heritage in 2007-2009 gave rise to questions about
their cultural significance and ways of examining them, and the need to revisit the
conservation of this heritage. The article analyzes the relationship between the landscape,
the gospels, and the pilgrimage traditions as the basis for its evaluation and conservation.

Keywords: associative cultural landscape, conservation, living religious heritage, cultural
meaning, the northern Sea of Galilee, collective memory, Christianity, Crusader
movement, sacred places

Introduction

The view from the Mount of Beatitudes reveals the landscape of the Sea of Galilee, which is
surrounded by steep, rocky slopes of the Golan mountains in the East and the Arbel cliffs in



the West. At the foot of the hill, the barren basalt Korazim hills slope downwards, leaving a
narrow, grassy strip along the lakefront. This shore is checkered with the ruins of fishing
villages and harbors from the Roman era, the remains of Byzantine churches, modern
churches and prayer sites, and a well-developed system of services for pilgrims, who have
visited the Christian holy sites, including Tabgha, Capernaum, and Kursi, for generations.

The landscapes of the northern Sea of Galilee reflect one the formative dramas of history
of the West, telling the story of Jesus and his disciples and the development of the
Christian moral teachings. The landscapes mentioned in the four gospels that describe the
life, death, and resurrection of Jesus organize the spatial frame of the story (Zoran, 1997).
The connection between the space in the text and the physical space associated with the
Christian beliefs and traditions that developed in the northern Sea of Galilee create an
associative cultural landscape,* and this dynamic serves as the foundation of the cultural
significance of the sites.

Recognition of the cultural value of these landscapes led to their inclusion in Israel’s
tentative list for the UNESCO World Heritage sites and preparation of a proposal for
nomination of the Christian sites in the Galilee in 2007-2009 (Alef & Cohen, 2009). The
process of submitting a nomination highlights the difficulties in conservation and
management of the holy sites in the northern Sea of Galilee.? The ICOMOS evaluators who
came to assess the proposal noted the challenge of resolving the conflict between the
accepted approach to conservation of traditional cultural landscapes and the modern
development of the northern Sea of Galilee, which has included the construction of hotels,
walkways, and parking areas to accommodate the dozens of buses of pilgrims. Hundreds of
thousands of pilgrims come to the area to walk in the footsteps of Jesus and get a first-
hand look at the places described in the gospel, but their very presence and the
development to accommodate their needs create a new, different landscape. The attempt
to resolve the conflict requires a different way of understanding the meaning and the
conservation of associative landscapes associated with a living religious heritage.

Although religious heritage is one of the most popular categories of world heritage sites,
paradoxically there are almost no doctrinal texts on the subject. Moreover, in many
countries, religious heritage sites are not protected by the legislation on heritage. Perhaps
this is due to reluctance about addressing such a sensitive subject, and an assumption that
conservation of these places is the responsibility of the religious institutions. The ICCROM
Forum on Living Religious Heritage emphasized that the main objective of heritage
conservation is to ensure its continuity by means of constant processes of renewal, which
revive the cultural and symbolic significance of the places (Stovel, Stanley Price, & Killick,
2005). The concern for sacred places and their adaptation to changes in the form of ritual
give them value and constitute a layer in the development of associative cultural
landscape. The living aspects of religious heritage shift the focus of conservation from the
material to the human activity and to the intangible values of the heritage.



The View from the Mount of Beatitudes

The Christian traditions identify Mount Naum, located north of the Kinrot Valley, as the
place where the Sermon on the Mount was delivered: “Now when Jesus saw the crowds,
he went up on a mountainside and sat down. His disciples came to him, and he began to
teach them. He said: Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. Blessed are the meek, for they
will inherit the earth” (Matthew 5: 1-5, NIV). We find evidence of this tradition in the late
fourth century, when the pilgrim Egeria reported, “Near there on a mountain is the cave
[above Job's Spring — Y.A.], to which the Savior climbed and spoke the ‘Beatitudes’”
(Wilkinson, 1971, p. 196). Further evidence are the ruins of a Byzantine chapel built to
commemorate the sermon, which was discovered in 1935 at the foot of the mountain, near
Tabgha. The choice of this location in the Byzantine period was based on the desire to
concentrate the holy sites for the convenience of visitors. In 1938, an octagonal chapel,
designed by the architect Antonio Barluzzi, was built on the mountaintop. It has horizontal
windows that emphasize the view and strengthen the universal moral message of the
Sermon on the Mount. Barkay and Shiller (1999) argued that moving to the mountaintop
indicates the elevation of the status of the sermon in Christianity since the eighteenth
century, and the strengthening of the universal narratives of the teachings of compassion.
The spatial interpretation of the Mount of Beatitudes is an example of the complex
relationship and the interaction between the tangible landscape and intangible traditions.

There is evidence of human activity in the northern Sea of Galilee area as early as
prehistoric times. Due to the comfortable natural conditions, abundance of water, and
location on the route of migration from Africa to Asia, humans settled at the Ubeidiya site
more than a million years ago. On the shores of the Sea of Galilee, dozens of other
prehistoric sites have been discovered, including one of the most ancient fishing villages in
the world, at Ohalo Il (Nadel, 1993). The influence of humans on the landscape increased in
the Neolithic period (8000-4000 BCE), when they moved to permanent settlements and
began developing an agrarian economy, cultivating fields, and herding domesticated
animals.

Throughout history, the Sea of Galilee basin served as an important crossroads of one of
the branches of the Via Maris, which led from Egypt to Damascus and Palmyra. In the
Bronze and Iron Ages, prospering cities developed at the stream deltas, where the narrow
strip of beach widens a bit. Important tels of these cities remain were discovered at Tel Beit
Yerah, Tel Ein Gev, Tel Hadar, Tel Bethsaida, Tel Kinnarot, and Tel Rakat (Stepansky &
Zingboym, 2011).

At its peak, in the Roman and the Byzantine period, the Sea of Galilee was surrounded by a
tight ring of villages and towns: Bethsaida, Kursi, Susita, Bet Yerah, Hamat Tiberias,
Tiberias, Magdala, Ginosar, Hukok, Kur, Korazim, and Capernaum. The residents engaged in
fishing, and every settlement has an anchorage or a harbor (Nun, 2011). The landscape in
this period was characterized by irrigated agriculture in the fertile valleys, non-irrigated
agriculture, and pasture areas, alongside the remains of the ancient cultures, such as the



tels and the concentration of dolmens and tumuli in the Korazim area — evidence of a
landscape that has changed very little in the past 4000 years (Stepansky, 2005). These are,
in fact, cultural landscapes that formed over thousands of years of human activity in the
area.

In addition to these processes, the influence of the churches and the pilgrims in the
Byzantine period also left its mark on the landscape. In the thirteenth century, the region
was no longer on the pilgrimage route; its rediscovery began only in the late nineteenth
century, and more so in the 1930s, when development of the sites began (Goren, 1999).
This activity continues today; it includes the construction of churches, monasteries, and
services for pilgrims. At present, there are several operating churches in the area: the
Benedictine church at Tabgha; the Franciscan churches at Magdala; the Church of the
Primacy and Capernaum; the Franciscan sisters at the Mount of Beatitudes, and the Greek
Orthodox church at Capernaum. A large project of the New Gate to Peace Foundation is
now underway at Magdala, including an archeological park, a church, and a hotel.

The Fifth Gospel: Landscapes of the Holy Land

“Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, proclaiming the good news
of the kingdom, and healing every disease and sickness among the people” (Matthew 4: 23,
NIV).

The landscapes of the Galilee, and particularly of the northern Sea of Galilee, are woven
into the four gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. The time of writing of the gospels
is generally placed in the late first and early second century CE. Although the gospels were
not written as historic texts, and the role of the landscape mentioned in them is mainly
allegorical and theological, the descriptions of Jesus wandering between Nazareth and
Capernaum, in Korazim and Bethsaida, in the mountains and along the shores of the Sea of
Galilee reflect the character of the Galilee at that time.

“Five gospels record the life of Jesus. Four you will find in books and one you will find in the
land they call holy. Read the fifth gospel and the world of the four will open to you” (Pixner,
1992, cover). This is how the priest and researcher Bargil Pixner described the relationship
between the landscape that developed organically as a result of social, technological,
economic, and political processes that took place in the northern Sea of Galilee area and
the associative landscape associated with the place in the gospels. He claimed that reading
the physical landscape enables a better understanding of the gospels; “the Holy Land” is
the land of the “Holy Scriptures,” and the landscape takes on deep significance by means of
the way it is referred to in the New Testament.

This approach was accepted as early as the fourth century. For example, the Onomasticon
(On the Place-Names in the Holy Scripture), by Eusebius of Caesarea, was based on
historical sources and the sites themselves, which were used to identify the places
mentioned in the Old Testament and the New Testament with existing places.



A similar viewpoint has motivated many researchers since the nineteenth century to tour
the country, using the New and Old Testaments as guides. Gustaf Dalman, director of the
German Protestant Institute of Archaeology in Jerusalem, based the theology studies there
on study of the Holy Land and established a new research division in the field of
Palastinawissenschaft (Palestine Studies). This field combined research in geography,
botany, and ethnography of the country with Hebrew and Greek studies, based on the view
that it was important to understand the Old Testament and the New Testament in the
context in which they written (Serr, 2016).

The Role of Sacred Geography in Creating the Collective Memory

n The Legendary Topography of the Gospels in the Holy Land, Halbwachs (1992) analyzed
the role of “the place” in the development of the collective Christian memory in the
gospels and in the creation of the holy places. Halbwachs tried to understand the rules that
guided the Christian community in sanctifying the places, and how it addressed the
absence of physical evidence of the activity of Jesus and the apostles in the first century CE,
and the fact that the gospels were written decades after the events they described ccurred.

Halbwachs examined two possible scenarios of the process of shaping the sacred
geography. The first attributes a grain of historical truth to the gospel, that Jesus lived and
was active in the Galilee and in Jerusalem. Testimonies of the faithful of events and places
in the life of Jesus were preserved in the local memory and integrated later into the
gospels. However, Halbwachs preferred another scenario, according to which the gospels
that developed near the end of the first century CE are a collection of ideas that were made
into stories by a group of faithful who knew the places; they put the sermons, the parables,
and the miracles into Jesus’ mouth and placed them in villages and other sites along the
shores of the Sea of Galilee. According to Halbwachs, in order to anchor the abstract ideas
of Christianity, such as justice, grace, and compassion in the collective memory, it was
necessary to embody them in people, events, and places, and to organize them into a
story. The places mentioned in the gospels give the story credence, thus strengthening the
faith. In an analysis of the term “place” in the context of the Land of Israel and the Bible
stories, Gurevich (2007) expressed a similar idea, writing about the place that is concrete
and, at the same time, symbolic and conceptual, a place that is a reality of a story, more
than a story of reality. He notes that the story preceded the reality and in a way, demands
it.

It seems that the basic mapping and primary organization of the local Christian memories
(especially in the Jerusalem area) was related to the places that are familiar in Jewish
traditions, and therefore it was preserved in the first centuries of the Common Era, when
Christianity was still a persecuted religion. In the fourth century CE, with the
transformation of Christianity into the official religion of the Roman Empire, a retrospective

process of identifying the places began. Rituals associated with these places began to
develop, and they became places that connected groups of believers. The faithful made



them into holy places, preserving the collective memory while also creating it. In the next
stage, churches and chapels were built in order to meet the expectations of the pilgrims.
This process set the abstract ideas in the physical landscape and made the imaginary
collective memory into a real place.

By nature, the Christian collective memory preserves events and places that represent the
dogma of the church and have pedagogical significance, and not necessarily the reality of
the gospels. For this reason, even though descriptions of Jesus in the Galilee occupy a
significant part of the gospel, the construction of churches and holy sites in the Byzantine
period focused on Jerusalem, which was where the events of the passion of Jesus took
place during the last week of his life.

In the fourth and fifth centuries AD, the mapping of the sacred geography developed, but
in the wake of the destruction caused by the Muslim conquest, some of the places were
forgotten, providing an opportunity for Crusaders to redraw the map according to the
Christian beliefs that developed in Europe. One example is the identification of Via
Dolorosa in Jerusalem, which did not exist before that. Thus, in time the sacred geography
was shaped not necessarily on the basis of topographical reality, but mainly according to
changes in religious views and considerations of convenience, intended to make the travels
of the pilgrims more comfortable. This was a critical factor in terms of the Church, because
of the economic importance of the pilgrimages (Tzaferis, 1999). A similar process of
developing new sites continues to this day. An example is the Yardenit baptismal site,
where water flows from the Sea of Galilee into the Jordan River. It was built in 1981 as a
substitute for the traditional baptismal site at Qasr el-Yahud, because of the difficulty of
access to the border area of Jericho.

The Landscape in the Story

According to Halbwachs, the landscape plays a central role in the texts. The landscapes of
the Galilee are reflected in the gospels in two ways: in places where events in the life of
Jesus took place, and in parables and images of the local flora and fauna. Both ways
demonstrate the local farming and fishing life and the character of the region. Thus, for
instance, in the springtime, when the slopes of the hills are colored with carpets of yellow
mustard flower, we find the parable of the mustard seed:

What shall we say the kingdom of God is like, or what parable shall we use to describe it? It
is like a mustard seed, which is the smallest of all seeds on earth. Yet when planted, it grows
and becomes the largest of all garden plants, with such big branches that the birds can
perch in its shade (Mark 4: 30-32, NIV)

Another mention of the mustard plant can be found in the Talmud, regarding the mustard
industry in Hugoq (Jerusalem Talmud, Shevi’it, 9, 25, 71). The commentary tells the story of
R. Shimon Ben Lakish, who was in Hugoq, saw them gathering mustard, and a seed fell to



the ground. The gatherer did not pick it up.® In the survey of Khirbat Hugoq, dozens of
unique installations were found carved into the rock, which may have been used to make
mustard oil (Tepper, Dar'in, & Tepper, 2000).

Another example in the gospels is the suggestion of the western winds blowing at the Sea
of Galilee towards evening, which are surprisingly strong (Nun, 2011). The strong winds
prevented Jesus’s disciples from sailing to Bethsaida, as described in the miracle of walking
on the water: “Later that night, the boat was in the middle of the lake, and he was alone on
land. He saw the disciples straining at the oars, because the wind was against them. Shortly
before dawn he went out to them, walking on the lake” (Mark 6: 47-48, NIV).

The description of this characteristic condition of the lake supports the literary message.
Another example is the concentration of basalt dolmen graves and tumuli in the area of
Korazim. These may be the “tombs” described in the miracle of the pigs, in which Jesus
restored the possessed man: “When Jesus got out of the boat, a man with an impure spirit
came from the tombs to meet him. This man lived in the tombs” (Mark 5: 2-3, NIV)
(Stepansky, NA).

These examples demonstrate expressions of the landscape in the gospels. However, where
can we read the Christian narrative in the landscape itself?

The Story in the Landscape: Christian Traditions in the Landscapes of the Northern Sea of
Galilee

Acentury of research and archeological excavations in the area have not provided findings
related directly to Jesus and the apostles or to Christian activity in the area in the first
century CE. However, the findings excavated at Capernaum, and particularly at Magdala
and the many harbors dispersed along the shores of the lake, indicate the situation
reflected in the gospel and the Christian traditions that developed from the fourth century
on.

The landscapes of Tabgha valley are an example of the interpretation of the landscape in
light of the Christian narrative. The tradition connects Tabgha with several important
events: the call to the apostles, the miracle of the loaves and the fishes, the sermon on the
mount, the appearance of Jesus to his apostles after his death, and the bestowal of primacy
on his disciple, Simon (Peter). Excavations have uncovered remains of churches from the
Byzantine period that commemorate these events, and sites that were forgotten have been
re-identified with the Church of the Multiplication of the Loaves and Fishes (see Figure 8),
the Church of the Primacy of Peter (see Figures 9, 10), the chapel on the slopes of the
Mount of the Beatitudes (see Figure 3 above), in the church above the Peter’s house in
Capernaum and in Kursi.

The name Tabgha is a deformation of the Greek, heptapegon, meaning “the seven
springs.” This area of the Sea of Galilee is one of the most abundant fishing regions, due to
the warm-water springs that attract the fish. A small harbor was discovered here, and this



is the location identified with the tradition about Jesus, according which: “As Jesus walked
beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting a net into the lake,
for they were fishermen. ‘Come, follow me,’ Jesus said, ‘and | will send you out to fish for
people.” (Mark 1: 16-17, NIV). The fertile valley with its many springs was part of the
farming land of Capernaum (see Figure 11). The scene depicted, of an unsettled agricultural
region, fits the descriptions in the story of the miracle of multiplication of the loves and the
fishes (Matthew 14: 15-21, NIV).

m

Another source of information about the development of the holy sites are the descriptions
of the journey of pilgrims who visited the Holy Land beginning in the fourth century.
Already from the time of Egeria, the significance of the cultural landscapes at Tabgha was
dynamically constructed from the living traditions that shaped the landscape throughout
the periods. In her account of the pilgrimage of 381-384 CE, Egeria described Tabgha:

And in the same place by the sea is a grassy field with plenty of hay and many palm trees.
By them, are seven springs each flowing strongly. And this is the field where the Lord fed
the people with the five loaves and two fishes. In fact the stone on which the Lord placed
the bread has now been made into an altar. People who go there take away small pieces of
the stone to bring them prosperity and they are very effective. Past the walls of this church
goes the public highway on which the Apostle Matthew had his place of custom... .
(Wilkinson, 1971, p. 196)

The altar and the Roman road she mentioned were uncovered in archeological excavations
that began at the site in 1898. During the dig, remains of a small fourth-century church
commemorating the miracle of the loaves and the fishes was found, and above it, remains
of an ornate basilica from the fifth and sixth century CE, adorned with the famous mosaic
of a basket of loaves of bread and fish (see Figure 8 above). Since its discovery, this mosaic
has become one of the most common symbols of the Holy Land in the Christian world. In
1980, a modern church was constructed on the location of the ancient basilica, using the
stone of the altar and the ancient mosaic floors.

Conclusion

The key to the conservation of associative cultural landscapes in the northern Sea of Galilee
area lies in understanding the significance of the holy sites and the connection between the
physical landscape, the gospels, and the traditions that have developed in the area since
the beginning of Christianity. How did the physical landscape affect the development of the
gospels? Which landscapes are described in the gospels themselves? How did the gospels
influence the development of the landscape, and how did the landscape, in turn, influence
the interpretation of the gospel in each period of time?

The narrative and the landscape construct one another and change according to the
periods. The abstract ideas of the faith are supported by concrete events and tangible



places that organize the story. For example, the location of the “beatitudes sermon” on the
Mount of Beatitudes gives the story credence and strengthens its messages in the
collective memory. The landscapes of the northern Sea of Galilee area, with its chapels,
churches, and sitting areas for holding masses on the shore play a part in the dynamic
social and cultural processes of creating the collective memory, and at the same time, are
the product of those processes.

With the writing of the gospels there also began the writing of a dynamic and living story of
the traditions of pilgrimages to holy site. For more than 1600 years, the story has been
constructed, layer upon layer, and embedded in the landscape, with the footsteps of tens
of thousands of pilgrims coming to the shores of the Sea of Galilee, praying there, and
creating the collective Christian memory. In the landscapes of the sacred geography lie the
remains of the “sacred history,” and powerful connections are created: of the tangible local
landscape with the spiritual; of the worldly with the holy; of the past with the future. The
dialogue is ongoing; it takes place between the landscapes in the texts and the stories of
the landscape, and is rewritten in every generation.
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