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Values and Sites: Kibbutz's Cultural Heritage, Prof. Irit Amit-Cohen

Published by Yehuda Dekel Library — The Council for Conservation of Heritage
Sites in Israel, 2025

This book explores the kibbutz as a unique communal framework that integrates
physical, social, cultural, and ideological elements, emphasizing the concepts
of "yard", "place", and "home". It focuses on the role of cultural heritage assets -
such as buildings and vegetation —in shaping a sense of belonging and identity,
especially as the kibbutz undergoes significant social, economic, and ideological
transformation. The book highlights how preserving these heritage elements can
support community continuity and strengthen collective identity in times of
change.

This research book is based on interviews, historical and official documents, and
field surveys, and can serve as a practical tool for kibbutz members, planners,
and decisionmakers in preserving the Kibbutz cultural heritage assets.



The author of the book, Prof. Amit-Cohen specializes in the interrelations
between preservation, planning, economic development and social
implications. Until now, she has published a wide range of books and research
studies addressing these subjects.

[N 780" 1IM'Y VR'ND 7Y NID'0 1WA9NN W2

2025 7% nunim NNR M7 nxvimn — 2T nTIN NPI90 NRXIN

MY ,unan_ 78 WA Im'y RS 7w NI9'0 NX 190NN 'NIN7X VNI 190

X NMIIYY TN N VN 110090 9112 NNRIMAN NY9IA NANNN NRI0ZVDIN
217'wa NIwyn N7un7 qUNa 0PN 0RP'N9N LITIO' TXN NA'20] DNAIVN 7W DNINPOo
01'221 NINAY ['2 DY , 01X ['2 N71V9 'DIN'Y  N'IN7AI DN N o719
NTYLP70'R N7IYO QIN'YYT 17'WaNY DMWY DNYR 0'01 7V 1p'va N ,DPANYN

Ry e UL

27 DUIYY INMDWI KIN 72K XX 9102 WIT'N 120 1IN'Y 07'N9 XN ITINY 1190
72 75 NN RNV LINI'YNL DN IM'YN 071V7 N1I07Nnn 7201 11an N
.D'NAN NNIT? DNY'ONIE NIANN NYWAIN ‘0212 IR 719'0 NNVANYT

[10Q17V! 782" 70T ,NOIDN |IN'TIA - '"AND N'A 7W NI9'0 L [IYKIN D'PRINAN N2

2025 7w nwnim NNX IMYY Axvimn — 9T 0TIN NTI90 NXRXIN

[120 .07 NODN Y [IURIN NDYN 'Y 1N 7Y MY KIN 'MNS N

NO1N NX WUN'WI NI TAN DI TNXY D'PINA N7 190 ,0M1a01 1N0NY7 TVIY IN'WURIAY
21NN N1aNNl,DY YAl UTNN N1dWN? No1dn nnay 1966 vonixa .nvw 16 qJwna
wTNNn NNo1 2025 Nniwal yoIw ,Mniv 120 NN 7aRN? NN .won 0 ymn
707 NNIK W1 7R 7w 10NN NNI0o'nn DR TYNNN NO1dN [IX'TING 1901
D'PPINAN N NIT2IN DX 0'AI7¥NAI 0'DNONA ,D'7'R] IXNN 190N .ANY DN{7an
JIN'TINY IND'DN1 NN MY 70N DXL [IWRIN

2IN'YN NTAVNAL 2% TR [I'IXA 1IPZA '0MN9 1IN'Y - NI'TAN NTINA NIWKY T
72N AI'YN [I'IXN 7Y

2025 7w nwnim NX MY Axvimn — 79T TN NTI90 NXRXIN

D'TYNNN ,0'"TOIMI 0"V ,D' V0N D'90IN 0'01IDN D'7WIN' 'TOINN NN [1'AX2
X 7700 x0TI [I'AX XIN D'MYANN O'S0IXN TNX .'TIN'N DYN NIT2IN DX
nnn v AMN T'N 2ND ,NIMNS0 NN'X' NIMIANdNN ,NI'Y'R NITIVN S0 v e



NVINN DNMY7? 22070 NN 1IN 2y 0'Tynn 010N yovi "m'7rno X"

DT O'N2N NNITN [YN7 D7'¥07 T2 .17R 1Y M 0'0MI9 1Y29 NTh 'Y NN
NNYY MW7 0PN 78U NYWAIM NNK IM'YY AXYINN YIFod ,"II'¥N |IIXN
N2 ,NITIVA - DN [I'X '0M9 IN'YYT NIZIVON NIK IXNN 190N .§0IXNN D'VND
.DN2 DNIYRN D'YUTN 0172 QUINE DN7W NIV0'NN Y0 MR 019N, NINAIR NN

nvamIM'wn Nl 2025 - 1945 aianta ('pm) Ixom
[NVwIa MIN

("y) 7xawn nwAIm NR M'YY NXYING 12nd 910x¥n 1112 (') 780'n
JIRT7 My T mMiwon onne wizaal ,2007 mva

,7"IN1 78w MIN? 72122 01w 43 qwna Ty ,INOUNa (UOWN YIRD T
JMIXT? 72N NIXZIAN DINNA 1j'V2 70V

SINY DY 7W NWAINAL NNI00TNA RPN RIN NI NIZPDWR UIR DN PN
,ANTPZN 72T IR XKW1 RIN NIV'YI IR 7W DY0IMIR 702 UKD 7R YR W TNl
TR

.D'MIVO'NN DINKRNI DANN 'Y 7Y 1D DX TNI'MAI —12yn DX TaD T1a

1720 1TV 75 2IWNNN NDIYNI DR PR L,DNNK IN'WY QXY 12N INI90XN Dy
NX A7¢% mxy 72V NP1 ,0NKIN 1Y DY YN NTTIYAN ATIAYN 710120 (12K
NIYXNKI NXYINN NI7'YO 7V QUIY YT'n NNAYNAIL,NXI9NN NIN'YA 71N awnnn

D'INNXI D2N VI7'Y 7Y V197 IRYIND QUIYN 719'02 ITY7 XY 7V 225 ' AT
727 121 N'D P .DMI00'N D'MINNA DIT'¥N NIXITO 11221 ,YIRN 'ANN2 DMI00N
qAXN DN 1'AI7'Y ,IWDIN 221N 07X) .IA'Y7 DNX9NA DYNIN DDV ATY7 nwpa

.NXYINN MI0197 N7 "M

0219700 190 [IAOXK NNAIT ,019 97D [N — N2 DN'N DXYVIND NTIAY? 7' 7w INninn
nYYINN 7¢ ANI7'WO qp'n NN2YN7 0T NR'YND LYIN 197D [N, NXYVINN Tay Y
N'NINLN ,NXVIND DY ININTT 2NN QY71 DY7'Y9N1 DPINNKIN IANY7 DNR IN'Y?
N71,[122XN 7Y D'TAIYD wnn 7270 RKINY 2N NNTIY TV N7ITA DD ANt Nniyol
NN .NITI0MI NIMKA INTIAY DR NYYY T? QNIY .NNRNRY U'R DN 'R ATINN
AM'wn NX1.2025 — 1945 a1anna () 7rom NIIYRIE WXL WAT ,DNNKN W TY
751 .|NWDIAI NNNWA TN YO 'MMK 12N NN KIN .1NXYN N0WIAN Min neaimnl



.NNTY7 INNSWnN 12 DX 02 NI ,NTANNAI NPV TA NI 79'0 1INXY 7V N77w KW
UrTZNN DTR? N9INI NNAIT ' NNRD 7RIY DY NKR MWL nxvimn n7nan
LJIRT XMt mm 2121 X797

,TRIM DL 1Nl N2 e -.2022 2"swn mws nxyimn 'R NI NOT D Wi
110N 12N ANI2T DNNXK M'YY DXYINN .0NRY Noini
N2 N7 LTIV IR YR A



Yehuda Dekel, the “bulldozer” of The Council for Conservation of Heritage

Sites in Israel

This is the 14th issue of Atarim — the Magazine, and it marks forty years of The
Council for Conservation of Heritage Sites in Israel. It is undoubtedly a good
opportunity to recall the contributions of the founding fathers — Yossi Feldman,
Shlomo Hillel, Saadia Mendel and others. Last on this list, but almost certainly
"first among equals" - is Yehuda Dekel.

Dekel was one of this land's finest sons. He was born in Herzliyain 1929 to
parents who were among the founders of the moshava, studied agriculture at the
Mikveh Israel Agricultural School and earned a master’s degree in agricultural
sciences at the Hebrew University. In his youth, he was a Palmach a fighter; he
went on to serve in the IDF and completed his service with the rank of lieutenant
colonelin the Armored Corps.

Dekel devoted some forty years of his life to settlement development throughout
the country, and in the 1980s, served for almost a decade as the director-general
of the Jewish Agency’s Settlement Department. In this role, he became
acquainted with the first attempts to establish The Council for Conservation of
Buildings and Settlement Sites, as it was then called, and quickly became one of
the main driving forces behind the creation of a national conservation body.

Yehuda Dekel was one of the organizers of the Council's founding conference, at
the Van Leer Institute in Jerusalem in December 1984, where he delivered the
keynote speech. Among other things, he said: "The establishment of The Council
for Conservation of Heritage Sites in Israel was essential. It was intended first
and foremost to protect the historic heritage of Eretz Israel and the buildings and
sites that were built here and operated for thousands of years."

In his remarks, Dekel outlined the Council's work plan in its early years:
identifying and rescuing sites, restoration and conservation, heritage
conservation education and improving the legislative process at all levels to
protect buildings and sites. He concluded his brief speech with the sentence: "A
people and a state without a past and a heritage have no future and will never
have one." In the Council's early years, Yehuda Dekel still served as

the director-general of the Jewish Agency, and he helped the Council in various
ways, including raising funds for it. He was the driving force behind the
reconstruction and rehabilitation of the Ayalon Institute on Kibbutzim Hill, north
of Rehovot, and he brought the Council a valuable "dowry" from the Institute:
Shlomo Hillel, then Speaker of the Knesset. In his youth, Hillel had helped



establish the Ayalon Institute, an underground ammunition factory, and Dekel
reached an agreement with him: to join The Council for Conservation of Heritage
Sites in Israel as its president when he finished his political activity. Indeed,
Shlomo Hillel served as president of The Conservation Council for 28 years, until
his final day.

In the early 1990s, Yehuda Dekel began full-time activity at the Council, as
chairman of the Executive Committee.

From then on - for 15 consecutive years — he carried the burden of conservation
on his shoulders, and was privileged to see the Council grow and flourish. As
with every role he assumed, at the Council, too, Yehuda brought his "bulldozer"
qualities into play — something that was reflected in everything he did. Following
are

three major examples:
A. Bringing the ship Galina to Israel and installing it at the Atlit Detention Camp

At the Atlit Camp, which commemorates the clandestine immigration enterprise,
a proposal was made to install a full-scale ship that was identical to the
clandestine immigration ships. After a lengthy search, a ship was located in
Latvia. Its journey to Israel was fraught with many difficulties, but Yehuda Dekel,
in his role as chairman of the Council's Executive Committee, spared no effortin
pushing the operation forward, until the Galina, as it was called, was brought to
the Atlit Camp in 2006 and transformed into a museum.

B. The establishment of the Friendship Museum (Museum HaRe'ut) at the Koach
Fortress in the Galilee As one of the fighters in the Palmach's Yiftach Brigade in
the War of Independence, Yehuda was deeply connected to the battles for the
Nebi Yusha police station, during which 12 of his fellow soldiers from the
HaTsofim scout-training program at Kibbutz Dafna fell. He conceived, initiated
and planned the Friendship Museum at the police compound and over a long
period of time, cleared all the obstacles that stood in the way of the project. For
more than ten years, he devoted himself to this endeavor, collecting every
testimony, document and photograph, raising funds and working to ensure that
the government declare it a national memorial site. In the midst of his work on
the project — he passed away. Six years after his death, the Friendship Museum
was opened by The Council for Conservation of Heritage Sites in Israel and
named in his honor.

C. The Council's move toward independence Although this has been largely
forgotten, until 2007 The Council for Conservation of Heritage Sites in Israel was
part of the Society for the Protection of Nature. In the early 21st century, the



Council's leaders increasingly sought to become independent. Discussions and
examinations took place and concerns were raised, but Yehuda Dekel pushed
with all his might to complete the process. With his last bit strength, Yehuda ran
between institutions, accounting offices and law firms to further this matter. Two
weeks before his death, in early 2008, the Council became an independent
organization. The conference at which the decision was taken to become
independent was held at the Minkov Orchard site in Rehovot. Yehuda delivered
the keynote address in a hoarse but confident voice, announced the move
toward independence and wished the Council success on its new path. At the
end of the ceremony, he returned home, and a few days after he passed away.

After his death, The Council for Conservation of Heritage Sites in Israel and the
Dekel family decided to establish the Yehuda Dekel Library — a publishing
enterprise for books on conservation issues in particular, and on Eretz Israel in
general. Since the beginning of 2009, over 60 books have been published by the
Yehuda Dekel Library, which have been celebrated and achieved success in the
book market.

On the 40th anniversary of The Council for Conservation of Heritage Sites in

Israel. Definitely not a summation...

To our dear conservation trustees,

The Council for Conservation of Heritage Sites in Israel is celebrating four
decades of its existence under its two names.

Its original name, "The Council for Conservation of Buildings and Settlement
Sites," was given upon its founding in 1984, and its current name was adopted
when the Council became independent in 1998, after 23 years as a part of the
Society for the Protection of Nature in Israel.

In contrast to the Israelites' journey in the desert, when The Council for
Conservation of Heritage Sites in Israel was founded 40 years ago, the clocks of
time were ticking and the bells of conservation were ringing loudly and there was
an urgent need for a corrective approach to the lost years, as well as to the lack
of state and public understanding of the acute need to protect and conserve
unique cultural assets. This need affected all cultural landscapes, especially the
built environment, and all aspects of development in general, since the absence



of a conservation body responsible for determining heritage conservation
agendas was hidden/present and emerged into the public consciousness only in
the early 1980s.

We look back nostalgically at the historical assets that have vanished from the
landscape — layers of buildings, entire textures, cultural landscapes - that could
have been part of the country's physical development and part of the larger,
unique story of the heritage of the Land of Israel that took shape here over the
generations.

Suffice it to mention Jewish settlement in the ancient cities that have existed
continuously from time immemorial until the modern era; the historical
settlement cores inhabited by various ethnic groups and sectors in villages; the
cores of the historic moshavot, the Hebrew cities, the mixed cities; the various
forms of Zionist settlement - the moshay, the kibbutz and the village; the
agricultural schools, with their characteristic tree-lined boulevards; and historic
roads. If out of an awareness of their importance and a sense of responsibility, all
these had been integrated into accelerated development programs - then the
picture of settlement continuity would have been entirely different.

Hence, an acute need - which was "suddenly" revealed - arose to establish a
significant state or semi-state conservation body. Its entry into the Israeli space
in 1984 came about with maturation - even if, as noted, belatedly.

Thus, we are duty-bound to mention the initiators and founders of this body, the
pioneers of The Society for the Protection of Nature - Prof. Amotz Zehavi, Azaria
Alon, Yossi Feldman and their colleagues, along with public figures like the fourth
president of the State of Israel, Prof. Ephraim Katzir, Prof. Ze'ev Vilnai, Uri Yaffe,
Shlomo Hillel and Yehuda Dekel - who collectively had the wisdom and courage
to establish The Council for Conservation of Heritage Sites in Israel. They were
the ones who understood that such a young body would do well to stand on three
firm pillars: the public pillar; the statutory, engineering and planning pillar,
responsible for physical conservation; and the educational pillar, which

would transmit heritage by maintaining the heritage sites and ensuring their
accessibility.

Only this discourse, the "start-up" that they founded, could contend with the
challenges that arose already at the very beginning of the difficult journey. In the
face of the incomprehension, the poor awareness of conservation and the lack
of understanding that characterized the race for "concrete and cement
development,” there is an obligation to refrain from throwing to the wind the
accomplishments of the builders and pioneers who created a state here.



It was a tremendous effort - not without frustration, not without failures. In the
background loomed the demolition in 1959-1960 of the Herzliya Gymnasium
building - a special and symbolic structure - and the desire to replace it with a
new building, only because of its poor physical state. Without making any
judgment, if the Society for the Protection of Nature had existed in the early
1950s, Lake Hula would probably not have been drained, and the ecological
damage caused to the environment for many years would have been avoided.
Similarly, we can assume that the Herzliya Gymnasium would not have been
demolished if a body such as the Conservation Council had existed in those
years.

40 years is not a time for summation, and Issue 14 of Atarim - the Magazine does
not pretend to do so. Itis a point in time and space that allows us to look back
with considerable satisfaction on what has been achieved, the successes, and
significant signs of encouragement from decision-makers and the general public
regarding their understanding of the obligation to conserve for the sake of future
generations - just as today's builders and developers will want their activities and
creations to have continuity and presence in the face of development plans.

Four statements, perhaps immortal, emphasized in different ways the
importance of sensitivity and commitment to conservation:

"A renewing and creative generation does not throw the cultural heritage of ages
into the dustbin"

Berl Katznelson, one of the Leader of the Labor Zionist movement, philosopher
and a writer

"A nation that doesn't respect it past will have a dull present and an uncertain
future"

Yigal Allon, one of the commanders of the Palmach, the educator from Masha-
Kfar Tabor and one of the founders of Kibbutz Ginosar

"A land is all its generations; culture is all its times. We are indebted to those who
came before us and are trustees for those who come after us"

Haim Gouri, poet, author and Palmach fighter
"The farther back you can look, the farther forward you are likely to see"

Winston Churchill, british colonial secretary at the beginning of the 20th century,
and later, during World War Il, prime minister

The 40 years that have passed are a launch pad, a platform for lifting off toward
the heritage and conservation challenges that face us. We have complete faith
that the general public, the planning institutions, and both state and



local leadership will enable us, at The Council for Conservation of Heritage Sites
in Israel, the public that is committed to conservation, the volunteers, the
heritage and visitor sites and the decision-makers to continue on this path, and
even more vigorously, despite the difficulties and challenges that are the
inevitable - and especially in these days of war. We have faith that in the struggle
over our identity we will solidify into a productive, strong state that is sensitive to
its past and sensitive to its future.

Atarim —the Magazine is published as part of the Yehuda Dekel Library of The
Council for Conservation of Heritage Sites in Israel. Yehuda Dekel, a Palmach
fighter who helped further the settlement enterprise, served as chairman of The
Council for Conservation of Heritage Sites in Israel and did much to strengthen
its status and image. Our gratitude goes to his son Boaz Dekel, who continues his
legacy.

Sincere thanks to the writers, researchers, and staff of The Council for
Conservation of Heritage Sites in Israel and to the Ministry of Heritage, its staff
and supporting bodies.

Special thanks to Ronni Haimov, director of the Publications and Digital
Information Department, for his boundless dedication and professionalism, and
to his team, for their dedicated work.

To Prof. Irit Amit-Cohen, a member of the board of directors of The Council for
Conservation Council and editor of Atarim - The Magazine since its inception, for
acceding to my request at the time to bring this excellent magazineto the Israeli
public. Thanks to her knowledge, experience and the close ties she has
maintained with conservation professionals and with the effervescent field of
conservation and heritage advancement, and to her unique talent - this
enterprise, this publication, has become an important and ongoing work.

Yours as always,
Omri Shalmon
CEO

The Council for Conservation of Heritage Sites in Israel



Editor's Preface

Forty years —trends and changes in the perception of cultural heritage, values
and conservation The founding conference of the Conservation Council was held
on December 17, 1984, during Hanukkah. At this conference, the organization's
name was announced: "The Council for the Conservation of Buildings and
Settlement Sites." In 2008, following the decision to separate from the Society for
the Protection of Nature in Israel and operate as an independent organization,
the name was changed to "The Council for Conservation of Heritage Sites in
Israel," commonly known as The Conservation Council. Seventeen years have
passed since then, and the organization has become known in Israel by this
abbreviated name, and associated with public events and responsibility for
hundreds of sites in cities, moshavim and kibbutzim in the north, south, and
center of the country. The evolution of the name reflects not only changes in
legislation, administrative arrangements and formal status, but also changes
within the Council - in its public standing, scope of work, composition, internal
discourse and approach to its mission: strengthening awareness of the
importance and values of cultural heritage and the conservation of the assets
and landscapes that represent them.

The Conservation Council does not operate in a vacuum. Events over time, in
Israel and around the world, changes in the perception of cultural heritage
conservation, definitions that were added, functions and features associated
with it - and their expression in international and national institutions,
organizations, and documents —have all had significant impact on the Council’s
development, activities, conduct and status. Issue 14 of Atarim — the Magazine
seeks to present this reciprocal relationship. The scholarly articles and reviews
included herein focus on the discourse that has taken place over the past forty
years — since the announcement of the establishment of the Conservation



Council until today - between it and universal perceptions, approaches and
trends.

The Magazine opens with a review that introduces its central theme. It is followed
by an article by Prof.

Irit Amit-Cohen, entitled "Forty years: Universal changes in the perception of
cultural heritage, assets and landscape, and their implications for the work of
the council for conservation of heritage sites in Israel."

This article outlines a timeline of approaches, as reflected in international
documents, and draws parallels between these approaches and important
junctions in the Council’s development. Appended to the article is a description
of the changes the Council has undergone in its forty years of existence. This
companion piece, "The Council for the Conservation of Cultural Heritage Sites:
Characteristics and changes 1984-2025"

was written by the Council’s deputy director, Humi Novenstern, who has been an
integral part of the Council for many years, and is closely familiar with its
development and the changes that took place.

The second article, which is a continuation of the first, focuses on the
developments that have taken place in memory preservation in Israel since the
events of October 7, 2023, the central role attributed to tangible heritage assets
and their recognition as agents of memory in relation to events and worldviews.
"Iron skeletons are no longer silent: Conservation and erasure of landscapes of
memory, commemoration and protest by the

side of the road," an article written by curator and heritage and culture interpreter
and presenter Keren Oz, examines how heritage is created in the wake of
contemporary events. In the next article, Ra'anan Kislev, a longtime member of
Kibbutz Be'eri who headed the Conservation Administration at the Israel
Antiquities Authority and currently serves as a consultant for the documentation
and commemoration project at Kibbutz Be'eri and Kibbutz Nir Yitzhak, continues
the idea of the previous article. Heritage in the making: Conservation and
commemoration in the aftermath of the events of October 7 discusses the
dilemmas involved in the commemoration of the events, both for the injured
communities and at the national level.

Dr. Nirit Shalev Kalifa and Dina Grossman collaborated in the writing of
"Collecting and documenting trauma objects in the Gaza Border communities."
As in the previous two articles, this article also addresses contemporary
developments related to heritage and conservation following the events of
October 7. In their roles at Yad Ben-Zvi as documenters, conservators and



directors of collections of everyday items and objects that bear witness to the
destruction of Gaza Border communities and the accompanying trauma, they
explore new definitions that are needed to describe and preserve this
phenomenon.

The next group of articles presents the changes that have occurred in the
perception of cultural heritage in recent decades. Architect Dr. Yair Varon in his
article, "Survey of settlement sites in Israel: The sites, the plan, the movement,"
examines the survey of settlement sites in Israel that was published in 1969 —
one of the Council’s foundational historical documents. The initiators of the
study, Elisha Efrat and Ohad Gavrieli, surveyed some 400 sites across the
country and prepared a rehabilitation plan. Although the survey did not receive
statutory status, the list of the sites and definitions included and the planning
directions outlined influenced the Conservation Council in the choice of its
original name, “The Council for the Conservation of Buildings and Settlement
Sites,” its ideas and its activities.

The group of articles dedicated to the changes in the perception of cultural
heritage and its conservation includes articles that focus on local authorities,
their attitude to these changes, and how they have addressed them. Noga De
Segni and Yardena Wiesenberg describe the changes in Kfar Saba. In her article,
'The box and its treasures': The encounter between conservation and urban
renewal in the historic core of Kfar Saba, Noga De Segni, head of the city's urban
planning department, analyzes the desire of the residents of the former moshava
to preserve the city's spirit of place and the "planning caution" exercised by the
Kfar Saba municipality so as not to harm this spirit. Yardena Wiesenberg, curator
and director of the Kfar Saba Museum, reviews the changes that took place in
the attitudes of the local community towards its heritage and its increasing
involvement in conserving its historic assets and landscape in her article,
"Changes in the perception of cultural heritage conservation in Kfar Saba."

Dr. Esti Yankelewitz, chairperson of the Northern District Public Committee of
the Conservation Council, is involved in the conservation of both tangible and
intangible heritage at the Kadoorie Agricultural School. In her article, "The
contribution of The Council for Conservation of Heritage Sites in Israel to the
Kadoorie Youth Village heritage site: Between education and heritage," she
reviews the conservation processes at the school and the changes that have
taken place over the years. Along with documentation

and conservation, Yankelewitz emphasizes the social values that are part of
these processes: community involvement, recognition of the importance of
maintenance and the preservation of cultural values also for future generations.



Like Yankelewitz, architect Leora Beeri focuses on the conservation of place and
how the process embraces new approaches. Her article, "Master plan for a
heritage site: Long-term thinking about the relationship between content and
structure —the case of the Atlit Detention Camp," presents an innovative
approach to heritage conservation — one in which the content leads the planning,
with the desired visitor experience as the starting point. Indeed, the focus on the
visitor experience reflects a broader phenomenon: the perception of social and
cultural values as drivers of conservation work.

Noa Adler Shadmi presents preliminary conclusions of her doctoral research,
which examines legal and planning regulations pertaining to conservation and
their adaptation to advance conservation of public heritage assets. Her article,
"Conserving 'public white elephants': The case of community centers (batei am)
and cultural centers (batei tarbut) in Israel," focuses on the reuse of heritage
assets — a topic that has been widely examined in many countries and
international documents. The article emphasizes that reuse is essential for the
long-term sustainability of heritage assets. Reuse may continue the historic
function or introduce a new function that suits current needs and community
interests.

Architect Naor Mimar, in his review, "Tegart forts: Conservation policy," stresses
two phenomena: the importance of documentation, especially in light of
development pressures and concerns over the destruction of cultural heritage
assets; and the discussion of “serial nomination” — recognition of the
outstanding universal value of a series of sites with a common theme. In the
Israeli space, the phenomenon of Tegart forts stands out. The historical
background of these forts, their appearance, scale and design create great
interest and raise questions about the proper way of conserving and reusing
them.

Tamar Tuchler, deputy director of The Council for the Conservation of Heritage
Sites in Israel, head of its Statutory and Heritage Policy Development Division,
and director of its International Relations Department, explores a case that is
both a chapter in her family’s history and a part of the Israeli landscape. Her
article, "The story behind the copper houses: Documentation, values and
conservation," uncovers the history of the remaining copper houses in the Israel
space, their technological uniqueness and historical significance, and
emphasizes their cultural value, and hence, the need to protect, preserve, and
raise public awareness about them.

In his article, "The Hunters’ Room in Mikveh Israel," Shai Farkash, researcher,
documenter and conservator of wall paintings, describes the process of
exposing wall paintings in the first buildings constructed at the Mikveh Israel



Agricultural School. These buildings are part of the identity of the place and the
identity of the Conservation Council, whose offices are located in some of them.
But beyond that, the exposure of the wall paintings highlights the central role of
documentation in the Council’s conservation work. Documentation is not only
historical; its importance lies in its presentation of the cultural values that are
the basis for physical conservation.

The three reviews that conclude the magazine describe the Conservation
Council, its approach to preserving cultural heritage, and its work in recent
years. Keren Sharabi-Reish, director of the Education and Heritage Sites
Department at the Council, emphasizes activities at heritage sites in Israelin her
review, "Education and its role in changing the status of the Council and its
sites." She does not suffice with detailing these activities, but rather, points out
the change they have created in the general public: increased awareness of the
importance of heritage, the attitude to heritage sites in Israel, and growing
involvement in their conservation. Uri Ben-Zioni, formerly director of the
Northern District and currently head of Planning and Development at the
Council, writes in his review, "The activities of The Council for Conservation of
Heritage Sites in Israel's northern district: 2010-2024," about his experiences as
head of the northern district. His review emphasizes planning and the
importance of combining the desire to conserve heritage and conservation
activity with statutory planning processes. The joint review by Muki Tzur, Zehava
Hacham Gabay and Assaf Lundner, "Kinneret Courtyard: 'A closed courtyard that
is open in every direction'" lays out the changes that have taken place the
Kinneret Courtyard over the years: its physical conservation, cultural activities at
the site, and the presentation of its values to the general public. For years, the
site's development was based on its historical status and unique past, whereas
today, emphasis is placed on the way the story is presented, the representations
in the courtyard, the discussion that is generated and the resulting visitor
experience.

A few additional comments:

¢ Like the volumes that preceded it, Issue 14 of Atarim — The Magazine is
designed to expose researchers and all those interested in cultural heritage
conservation to the new topics, approaches and innovations that have been
recently added to the discourse and are related to this issue’s themes. To that
end, each article and review is accompanied by an introductory paragraph. This
paragraph was written by me, the editor of The Magazine, and is intended to
strengthen the connection between its central theme - "Forty years:

Universal changes in the perception of cultural heritage, assets and landscape,
and their implications" —



and the specific topics, examples, and features that the various reviews and
articles explore.

¢ This issue includes a memorial page in honor of Miki Ginsburg, who passed
away this year. He was a key figure in the Council’s activity and development,
and played a major role in shaping its image.

* In 2024 and the first half of 2025, the Yehuda Dekel Library, in collaboration
with the Conservation Council, promoted the publication of books, educational
materials and games. Several of them are presented on the New Books page.

¢ This issue includes English translations of the memorial page to Yehuda Dekel,
foreword by CEO Omri Shalmon, Editor’s Preface, and abstracts of articles and
reviews. Also included is the English translation of Keren Oz’s Hebrew article,
"Iron skeletons are no longer silent: Conservation and erasure of landscapes of
memory, commemoration and protest by the side of the road." These are all laid
out, as usual, from left to right.

¢ [ssue 15 of Atarim — The Magazine will be published in book format, with a
collection of selected articles from past issues. It was decided to do this in order
to continue the theme of Issue 14 — to sum up forty years of the Council for the
Conservation of Heritage Sites in Israel: its extensive activity, the changes it has
gone through, and the great contribution it has made to raising recognition of the
importance of conserving tangible heritage assets that tell the unique story of
the country, its society and culture, its space and its development.

Prof. Irit Amit-Cohen

Abstracts

p16 | Forty years: Universal changes in the perception of cultural heritage,
assets and landscape, and their implications for the work of The Council for
Conservation of Heritage Sites in Israel.

Prof. Irit Amit-Cohen is a lecturer and researcher in the Department of
Sustainability, Planning and Environment (formerly the Department of Geography
and Environment) at Bar llan University, specializing in the connections between
planning, conservation and development and their attitude to cultural
landscapes and cultural heritage assets. Her research and books have been
published in various forums in Israel and around the world. Prof. Amit- Cohenis a
member of ICOMOS Israel and, from 2012 to 2018, served as its chairperson.
She is a member of the board of directors of The Council for Conservation of
Heritage Sites in Israel and has been the editor-in-chief of Sites the Magazine
since its inception 14 years ago.



Irit Amit-Cohen | amitirit@gmail.com

Humi Novenshtern, Deputy CEO at the Council for Conservation of Heritage
Sites in Israel, holds a master's degree in Geography from Hebrew University of
Jerusalem and a diploma in Museology from Tel Aviv University. Among her duties
at the Council for Conservation, Humi serves as the liaison for all the
organization's institutions and members. She maintaines an ongoing connection
with the Knesset and with other organizations and institutions.

Humi Novenshtern | humi@shimur.org.il

The founding conference of the Conservation Council was held during Hanukkah
5745, on December 17, 1984.

At this conference, the organization's name was announced: "The Council for the
Conservation of Buildings and Settlement Sites." In 2008, following the decision
to separate from the Society for the Protection of Nature in Israel and operate as
an independent entity, the name was changed to "The Council for Conservation
of Heritage

Sites in Israel" (shortened to: "the Conservation Council"). The new name
reflected the change that took place in the Council, both in its perception of
heritage - primarily tangible heritage - and the practical manner in which to
promote conservation heritage. These changes made it possible for the Council
to expand its activities and bolstered its status among the general public and
government institutions. An in-depth examination of the change that took place
in the Conservation Council reveals a parallel with the changed perception of
cultural heritage and its conservation on a universal level. This article seeks to
describe this parallel. The description of the changes in the perception and the
conservation of cultural heritage on national and local levels is based on an
examination of

charters, international recommendations and documents, and research.
Describing these changes and comparing them with local Israeli approaches
makes it possible to identify trends and, consequently, to propose additional
ways to strengthen the status of the Conservation Council.

Keywords: Council for the Conservation of Buildings and Settlement Sites,
Council for the Conservation of Cultural Heritage Sites in Israel, charters,
recommendations.

p32 | Iron skeletons are no longer silent: Conservation and erasure of
landscapes of memory, commemoration and protest by the side of the road


mailto:amitirit@gmail.com
mailto:humi@shimur.org.il

Keren Oz, an independent curator and director of the curation firm Pashut,
specializes in interpreting and transmitting Israeli culture and heritage. She holds
a bachelor's degree in Land of Israel and Environmental Studies from Tel Hai
College and a master's degree in Heritage Curation from Ben-Gurion University
of the Negev.

Among the heritage centers she planned are Khan Shaar Hagai, the heritage
center for the fighters who broke through the road to Jerusalem in 1948.

keren@pashutpashut.co.il

During the war that broke out on October 7, 2023, wrecked cars were placed
along the Coastal Highway. Over the course of a few months, these wrecks,
reminiscent of the armored vehicles that line the road to Jerusalem, took on new
meaning. The handling of these wrecks and the public response to them
illustrate the rapid pace at which landscapes of memory take shape in the 21st
century. Wrecked cars and the remains of armored vehicles are similar
physically, but they represent profoundly different narratives. The processes of
their integration in the public consciousness and transformation into symbols
also differs, yet it seems that the factors that influenced the public's attitude
toward the armored vehicles still influence us today. This article compares the
skeletons of the armored vehicles with the wrecked cars, while exploring their
similarities and differences. This comparison will illustrate how ambiguous
symbols are subject to conflicting interpretations and may become a battlefield
over moral and political values dealing with heritage, memory and oblivion.

Keywords: Armored vehicles, October 7, landscapes of memory, yellow ribbon,
political heritage, symbols.

p42 | Heritage in the making: Conservation and commemoration in the
aftermath of the events of October 7

Raanan Kislev is a native of Kibbutz Be'eri and senior manager with expertise in
managing planning processes and projects involved in the conservation and
development of heritage sites. He holds a bachelor's degree in Interior
Architecture from the Holon Institute of Technology and a master's degree in
conservation studies from the University of Leuven, Belgium. From 1993 to 2023
he held a variety of positions at the Israel Antiquities Authority, serving as head of
the Conservation Administration (2004 to 2020) and director of the project to
establish and operate the National Campus for the Archaeology of Israel (2020 to
2023). He is currently a consultant for the documentation and commemoration
project at Kibbutz Be'eri and Kibbutz Nir Yitzhak.


mailto:keren@pashutpashut.co.il

raanankv@gmail.com

The October 7 massacre was a tragedy, on both a national and an international
level. While the day will be remembered as a day of infamy, etched in the
national memory, the pain belongs first and foremost to the communities,
families, and individuals. Commemorating such events poses numerous
challenges, of which three are most prominent: (1) Itis a legacy in the making,
that raises many questions, such as: How do you commemorate a national and
international disaster and how do you integrate the heritage created as a result of
the events of October 7 with the region's historical heritage? (2) Acts of
remembrance and preservation activities are an important part of the human
need to process loss, to tell its story, and to share it with both close and distant
circles. However, it is important that commemorative activities be carried out
parallel to the restoration activities, with the right balance between them. (3) The
growing interest in heritage sites associated with disaster and the search for
thrills and emotional experiences— a phenomenon dubbed "dark tourism" -
along with the development of tourism at these sites is disturbing. The purpose
of this article is to review these hallenges, learn from similar events around the
world and propose solutions.

Keywords: Conservation in the making, commemoration, rehabilitation, target
audience, testimony structure.

p52 | Collecting and documenting trauma objects in the Western Negev after
the October 7 events

Dr. Nirit Shalev Khalifa is the director of the Department of Visual History,
Curation and Documentation and the chief curator at Yad Ben-Zvi. She has
served as a curator at various heritage sites and museums, visitor centers and
historic and archaeological sites, and has developed permanent and temporary
exhibitions as well as public and academic programs. She is a member of the
Israel Ministry of Culture's Museum Council. In 2009, she wrote the chapter on
museums and archives for the National Heritage Program. She initiated a
national program that focuses on the registration and documentation of heritage
items and established the academic and practical field of Object and Collection
Research, which became the basis for all visual documentation projects at Yad
Ben-2vi.

nirit@ybz.org.il

Dina Grossman is the director of digital heritage projects at Yad Ben-Zvi as well of
its "Eretz Hefetz" project — Israeli heritage collections, a national initiative that
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focuses on the registration and documentation of heritage items in private
collections and unofficial museums. The collections are cataloged in the
Eshmor (CMS) system, a user-friendly system that is suitable for all, developed
by Dina and her team. Eshmor offers tools for the management and registration
of cultural and historical heritage collections, in keeping with the field's
professional standards. The Eretz Hefetz website provides tools and information
relevant to managing collections and presents the various collections that are
part of The Eretz Hefetz project.

dinag@ybz.org.il

The article presents an initial summary of a project for the collection and
documentation of objects from communities adjacent to the Gaza Strip
impacted by the attacks of October 7; this project has been underway since
November 2023. Collecting and documenting trauma objects is a field whose
definitions are still being written, and the Israeli case is unique in its research
concepts, methods and means, which originate in the field of visual history
research. They originate with Yad Ben-Z2vi's Eretz Hefetz (literally — Land and
Artifact) project, which focuses on the study of the heritage artifact, and the
collections in "collection institutions" - the term for unrecognized museums in
Israel (according to the Museums Law 1983). The article focuses on formulating
basic concepts for managing collections of "trauma objects." The practical,
conceptual and ethical aspects are examined in light of the experience gained in
the Western Negev since November 2023 of collecting, documenting, registering
and preserving trauma objects in real time.

Keywords: Trauma objects, provenance, found objects collection institution,
Eretz Hefetz project, Eshmor (collections management system), preventive
preservation, documentation.

p60 | Survey of settlement sites in Israel: The sites, the plan, the movement

Dr. Yair Varon is an architect, faculty member and lecturer at Ariel University's
School of Architecture and a faculty member at the Mandel Center for
Leadership in the Negev. He holds an M.A. in Landscape and Cultural Asset
Conservation and Development and is a researcher and teacher of built heritage
conservation.

Dr. Varon's doctoral research, conducted under the guidance of Prof. Irit Amit-
Cohen at Bar-Ilan University's Department of Geography and Environment,
explored the characteristics of the transition of defense heritage assets from a
military space to a civilian space. His book David Cassuto: Two Worlds was
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published in 2021 by Ariel University Press. Varon serves as a consultant for
projects and programs on conservation and development of heritage sites in
Israel. He is an active member of the ICOMOS Israel Association and is Israel's
representative to the international scientific committee ICOFORT.

yairva@ariel.ac.il

In 1969, a Survey of Settlement Sites in Israel was published - the State of
Israel’s first survey that focused on the conservation of modern-era sites. The
initiators and editors of the survey were geographer Elisha, Efrat and planner
Ohad Gavrieli, staff members of the Planning Division of the Ministry of the
Interior in Jerusalem. The two documented approximately 400 sites throughout
Israel, with the aim of preparing a National Master Plan for the conservation and
rehabilitation of historic sites for future generations.

Ultimately, about 200 sites were included in the published survey — most of them
from the early period of Zionist settlement, but some, which are of particular
interest with regard to settling the land, dating back to the mid-19th century.
Following the survey, in the early 1970s, a National Master Plan for Settlement
Sites (TAMA 9) was prepared for the purpose of anchoring these sites into a
statutory plan. Although TAMA 9 did not receive legal status, it constitutes a
milestone in the development of the field of heritage conservation

in Israel. It also provided the conceptual and professional foundation of The
Council for the Conservation of Sites in Israel (as evidenced by its previous name
- The Council for the Conservation of Buildings and Settlement Sites). This article
discusses the background to the preparation of the master plan, its status over
the years and its current role as a formative historical document.

Keywords: Conservation survey, TAMA 9, Elisha Efrat, Ehud Gavrieli, Council for
the Conservation of Sites, settlement sites, heritage conservation studies.

p70 | "The box and its treasures": The encounter between conservation and
urban renewal in the historic core of Kfar Saba

Noga Di Segni is an urban planner and the head of the Urban Planning
Department at the Kfar Saba Municipality.

nogad@ksaba.co.il

One of the central phenomena that represents the changes in the perception of
cultural heritage conservation is connected to municipal textural planning and
attempts to bridge between the desire to conserve the "spirit of place" and the
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pressures of municipal development. Kfar Saba and the municipal planning that
is being advanced there exemplify this phenomenon.

Kfar Saba, the first moshava in the Sharon region, was established in 1903 by
farmers from the moshava of Petah Tikva. From its origins in the khan building
and along Herzl Street, Kfar Saba developed and expanded over the years, with
its commercial core at the intersection of Sharon (today Weizmann) and
Rothschild Streets. Weizmann Street - the city's main roadway - developed as a
west-east linear axis, with commercial, public and cultural facilities along its
length, as well as a major transportation infrastructure. At its functional center,
Weizmann Street converges with Rothschild Street, and from there, a grid of
streets and a system of green walkways extend north and south - together
creating the city’s urban pattern.

Today, too, the historic features of the "intersecting historic axis" along
Weizmann and Rothschild Streets can still be identified: layers of historic
construction dating back to the moshava's earliest days. These include building
styles, building technologies and historic building materials, city blocks that
preserve the original parcellation of the land, mature trees and small
commercial facilities, all of which characterized the axis in its earliest days.

Because of its contour, the moniker, "the box" stuck to the complex. Today, as a
result of its location and urban development, the complex is at the heart of the
municipal renewal processes that are taking place - the renewal of individual
buildings, neighborhood renewal and evacuation-reconstruction (pinui-binui)
programs.

In addition, in light of national planning programs that are being advanced,
Weizmann Street is at the center of the planned metro axis (National
Infrastructure Committee 101c) and in the TAMA (National Outline Plan) 70 zone
- factors that have a definitive influence on the advancement of the city's
planning. This situation creates tension between the desire to preserve Kfar-
Saba's character as a city with a rural spirit, with all of its historic features and
sites, and the need to advance urban renewal processes —to renew the city
center and its infrastructure, to advance processes of strengthening and
protecting buildings, and to add housing units to accommodate the rapidly
growing local population.

This review seeks to present the planning thinking and interfaces that exist
between the advancement of the municipal conservation plan and urban
renewal plans, against the backdrop of national mass transit plans and the
limitations and building principles that they delineate.



The article will present the planning strategy of the city's Planning Department,
which views conservation processes primarily as a vital tool in the toolkit of the
urban renewal process, in light of which planning principles for the city's historic
axis take shape. These strive to balance development needs with the desire to
preserve the character and values of this axis, including the attempt to preserve
the diverse and textured building pattern, tools for maintaining the construction
rhythm according to the historical parcellation, even within the framework of
consolidation and division plans, maintaining a continuous built commercial
wall facade along Weizmann Street — despite the limitations imposed by national
plans and the location of the buildings designated for conservation within the
statutory road area - while maintaining the street's commercial character.

Keywords: Conservation plan, urban renewal, historic urban core, Kfar Saba.

*This article is dedicated to the memory Arch. Joseph Kolodny, who passed away
in December 2024, and was written out of great appreciation for him. Kolodny
was the legendary architect of the city of Kfar Saba. His planning vision — and first
and foremost, the Green Network —is deeply embedded in the city's physical
space.

p82 | Changes in the perception of cultural heritage conservation in Kfar
Saba Yardena Wiesenberg is curator and director of the Kfar Saba Museum.

She holds a master's degree in landscape architecture from the Technion and a
master's degree in archaeology. She is a member of the Conservation
Committee at the Kfar Saba Municipality and is responsible for conservation.
She also serves as chair of the audit committee at the Israel Museums
Association and is a member of ICOMOS Israel.

museum@ksaba.co.il

The changes in the perception of cultural heritage conservation, both tangible
and intangible, in the world in general and in Israel in particular, are a testament
to its role in modern society. In historic cities in Israel such as Kfar Saba, which
also has ancient remains, textural planning is required. This is necessary also in
the developing city, with maximum attention paid to the mixture of uses - old and
new. The process of redeeming the lands of the moshava of Kfar Saba and their
acquisition attests to the connection between the cultural heritage and the local
community, which over the years, played a significant role in preserving this
heritage. Advertisements among European Jews encouraging the purchase of
plots of land in Kfar Saba emphasized its ancient roots and Jewish heritage
dating back thousands of years, noting the mention of its name in historical
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sources. Since then, the city's leadership, planners and residents have taken
part in the effort to preserve this cultural heritage. The city's conservation
concept is expressed in a variety of ways, and primarily in the daily lives of the
leaders and residents.

Keywords: Community responsibility, planned city, conservation list, cultural
heritage conservation, process, green network.

p96 | The contribution of The Council for Conservation of Heritage Sites in
Israel to the Kadoorie Youth Village heritage site: Between education and
heritage.

Dr. Estie Yankelevich is a research associate at the Department of Israel Studies
at the University of Haifa. Her fields of research include the settlement activities
of the Jewish Colonization Association (JCA) in the Lower Galilee, the Sejera
Farm and the Ilaniya Colony; the history of agricultural education and Jewish
settlement in Tiberius. As a historian, she has been involved with the Kadoorie
Youth Village for about 25 years, and has assisted in advancing the conservation
efforts at the village and establishing its visitors center. She currently serves as
the chairperson of the Northern District Public Committee of the The Council for
Conservation of Heritage Sites in Israel.

estiyan@gmail.com

The Kadoorie Youth Village in the Lower Galilee is a Mandate-era architectural
space whose educational activities were renowned in the pre-state Yishuv. The
Kadoorie School was established to teach agricultural sciences adapted to the
conditions of the Galilee; within a short time, it became a leader in the field.
Ninety years have passed since Kadoorie first opened its doors and for the past
thirty years, the village has been engaged in the process of conserving its historic
buildings.

Two conservation projects were carried out at the Kadoorie Youth Village
between 1995 and 2011. In 1995- 1996, the historic cowshed was conserved,
with the support and guidance of The Council for Conservation of Heritage Sites
in Israel. The staff of the Conservation Council was responsible for the planning
and execution, and the building was restored to its original appearance. From
2009 to 2011, a second project was executed - the conservation of the school's
main building. It was an extensive project that required the allocation of
significant resources, along with meticulous planning and execution. The project
was initiated by the Youth Village in conjunction with the Kadoorie Alumni
Association and was professionally overseen by The Council for Conservation of
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Heritage Sites in Israel. Both buildings are landmarks in the history of agricultural
education in general, and the Kadoorie School in particular.

Keywords: Kadoorie Agricultural School, Mount Tabor, Eliyahu Kadoorie, main
building, Austen St. Barbe Harrison, historic cowshed, British Mandate
government.

p110 | Master planning a heritage site: Long-term Strategies for integrating
content and structure — The case of the Atlit Detention Camp*

Arch. Leora Berry is an independent consultant specializing in planning,
conservation and heritage management, who works at the intersection of
planning practices, cultural spaces and memory sites. Her work focuses on the
design and implementation of commemoration processes, museum planning
and plans for various scales of development of historic spaces — from urban
planning to exhibition spaces. She has recently been providing

professional consultation to communities in the Gaza Envelope on developing
memorial spaces in the aftermath events of October 2023.

leora.eb@gmail.com

This article explores the planning and development process of the master plan
for the Atlit Detention Camp, presenting an innovative approach to heritage site
conservation: one where content drives the planning, with the desired visitor
experience as the point of departure. It outlines the key stages of the project’s
development: shaping a compelling narrative to convey the story of clandestine
immigration ("Aliyah Bet"), adapting the site's physical fabric to accommodate
both conservation needs and diverse audiences, and designing a multi-sensory
visitor experience that integrates architectural restorations, advanced media,
and a coherent interpretive route.

As a long-term strategic framework, the master plan supports the gradual
implementation of future projects in collaboration with a range of professional
disciplines. The article highlights the critical balance between conservation and
development, demonstrating how a historic site can be transformed into a
dynamic center for learning, memory, and experience — one that not only
preserves the past but also fosters a living connection to the present and the
future.

Keywords: Master plan, heritage interpretation, visitor experience, content-
based planning, content program, experience program.
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p118 | Conserving “public white elephants”: The case of People's Houses
(batei am) and

cultural centers (batei tarbut) in Israel Noa Adler Shadmi is a doctoral studentin
heritage asset conservation, Department of Environment, Planning, and
Sustainability, Bar-Ilan University, supervised by Prof. Irit Amit-Cohen.

noa.adler.shadmi@gmail.com

A "white elephant" is defined as an object/structure that its owner cannot or
does not want to give up, even though the cost of maintaining it exceeds the
value derived from it. The term "public white elephant" was coined

specifically for the research presented in this article, and it indicates that the
built asset is a public good. In the Israeli space, there is a phenomenon of "public
white elephants" - cultural heritage assets that have been designated for
conservation - but whose conservation has been deferred. Hence they stand
abandoned, unusedand in a state of physical deterioration. Notable among
these are People's Houses (batei am) and cultural centers (batei tarbut). This
article focuses on the conservation of community and cultural centers in various
rural and urban locations. Recognition that these structures are endowed with
values that entitle them to conservation does not guarantee their conservation
all the while an appropriate designation has not been determined for them. For
this purpose, both an in-depth examination of their cultural values and a
discussion of their reuse are necessary. This article presents case studies of
three community centers: in Rishon Lezion, Pardes Hanna, and Nahalal. The
examination is based on a doctoral dissertation that investigates the
implications of Israel's conservation law on the creation of "public white
elephants." The article focuses on only one topic in the broader research:
characterizing community and cultural centers and developing a list of criteria to
evaluate their eligibility for conservation, thereby promoting their reuse and
changing their status from a “white elephant” to a cultural heritage asset eligible
for protection and conservation.

Keywords: Community centers, cultural centers, reuse, “white elephant,”
conservation of public buildings.

p128 | Tegart forts: Conservation policy

Mimar Naor Architecture and Conservation Ltd. was established in 2007. The
office deals with documenting and planning the conservation of historic
buildings and sites, both urban and regional, and provides conservation
consulting services for municipal master plans and city building plans. Itis
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involved in planning buildings for conservation, including residential buildings,
public buildings, and commercial buildings. The company is planning
conservation projects throughout Israel, has surveyed and documented
hundreds of sites and buildings in individual and regional documentation
projects. As urban conservation consultants, the company accompanies master
plans for cities and towns across the country, including Be’er Sheva, Eilat, Ramat
HaSharon, Ness Ziona, Beit She’an, and others.

naor@mimarc.co.il

Following our documentation in 2021 of the Tegart forts in the Israeli landscape,
we published a paper designed to determine a conservation policy for the forts.
Its purpose was to place the phenomenon of the forts on the Israeli public
agenda, to advance their recognition as a “series” worthy of inclusion on cultural
heritage lists, and, thereby, to secure their protection and conservation.

UNESCO’s World Heritage Committee defines a “serial nomination” as
recognition of the outstanding universal value (OUV) of a series of properties that
share common characteristics. These serial properties may be located within the
territory of a single country or of several countries. Recognition of their shared
cultural value is intended to create a mechanism for cooperation in protecting
and managing them. The World Heritage Committee's definition is accompanied
by a note: a transboundary serial nomination can serve as a lever for
international cooperation—a core element of the World Heritage Convention.

The documentation project and resultant policy paper stemmed from the trend
of evacuating police stations, prisons and IDF bases in order to utilize state-
owned land for housing projects, and the growing concern over demolition of the
forts. The purpose of this review is to present the findings of the documentation
and to introduce researchers, conservators, and all those interested in the
history of the Israeli landscape to the Tegart forts and their heritage value -
thereby encouraging collaboration in researching and conserving them.

Keywords: Police forts, Tegart forts, Charles Tegart, fortifications, security
heritage sites, conservation policy.

This article is based on the book Tegart Forts: Historical Background and
Conservation Policy. Research and writing: Arch. Noga Deiy & Arch Naor Mimar.
Mikveh Israel: Yehuda Dekel Library — The Council for the Conservation of
Heritage Sites in Israel.

p136 | Vanished Heritage — The story behind the copper houses:
Documentation, values and conservation
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Tamar Tuchler is the deputy director-general of the Council for the Conservation
of Heritage Sites in Israel and director of its International relations Department,
hile heading its Statutory and Heritage Policy Development Division. She
formerly worked in producing heritage events and television programs. She holds
an MA in Historical Geography and Urban Planning, with a specialization in
settlement processes in the modern era.

She formerly worked in producing heritage events and television programs. She
initiates, develops, and leads delegations of decision-makers in the field of
conservation, as well as international conferences. She initiated and heads the
“Journey between Site and Castle” project and conservation workshops in
cooperation with the French organization RAMPART to promote conservation
through experience and conservation of professional knowledge. She is involved
in the development and continued support of training courses and national
programs, including: SALTO YOUTH, Touching the Material, conservators
courses, the Kedem cultural heritage leadership program, and training programs
of the Planning Administration and academia in Israel, while promoting
collaborations with institutions and organizations abroad. She is a member of
ICOMOS Israel and is active on the Industrial Heritage Committee.

tuchler@shimur.org.il

The Recent years have witnessed growing efforts to promote the conservation of
assets representing industrial heritage, both at the global and national levels.
There are several explanations for these processes, and most notably:
recognition of the importance of their historic and architectural-design value;
their prominence in the landscape; their contribution to local and communal
story; and their economic development potential -

and hence, their reuse. Attesting to these processes is the 2011 collaboration
between World ICOMOS and the International Scientific Committee for the
Conservation of Industrial Heritage (TICCIH) - Buildings, Complexes and
Landscapes in formulating common principles for the conservation of industrial
heritage assets. At the joint initiative of the International Relations Department of
The Council for Conservation of Heritage Sites in Israel, the Industrial Heritage
Committee of ICOMOS Israel, and TICCIH, three international conferences were
produced, videos were made, and delegations of decision-makers in this area
were organized to Germany, Portugal, Belgium and the Netherlands. The Council
for Conservation of Heritage Sites in Israel is a partner in these processes and
works to conserve the industrial heritage assets that remain in the Israeli space.
These include assets representing industrialized construction for residential
purposes, military facilities, agricultural buildings, infrastructures, quarrying
installations and industrial plants. This article focuses on one specific group of
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buildings that is part of this heritage: pre-fabricated copper houses, a unique
phenomenon whose components were brought to the Land of Israel from
Germany and assembled in cities and rural settlements during the Fifth

Aliyah period —the years between the two World Wars, which saw the rise of the
Nazi movement. Only a few of these houses survived, both in Germany and in
Israel. This article will present the story of the copper houses and the Hirsch
family's copper factory, their technological uniqueness in the world of
industrialized construction, the reasons they were brought to Israel, and their
disappearance from the Israeli landscape and memory. It will highlight the
heritage values represented by these buildings, in order to promote the statutory
and physical protection of the surviving buildings and their conservation.

Keywords: Copper houses, Fifth Aliyah, transfer agreements, Walter Gropius.

p146 | The Hunters' Room at Mikveh Israel

Shay Farkash is a craftsman and partner in a company that manufactures and
markets paint brushes and painting tools; since 1999, he has been engaged in
researching, documenting and preserving murals in historic houses.

He heads the Committee for Wall Paining at ICOMOS Israel, is a member of The
Council for the Conservation of Heritage Sites in Israel and a member of the
Israeli Society for the Conservation and Preservation of Cultural Property. He is
the director and a partner at Studio Tchelet, which specializes in the
documentation and conservation of murals, paint and objects of material
culture.

shay.f@studiotchelet.com

Over the years, the Mikveh Israel Agricultural School became strongly identified
with The Council for Conservation of Heritage Sites in Israel. Its historic assets,
the extensive activity that takes place within its spaces, the "Mikveh Israel Law"
of 1976 that ensures the continuity it represents, both in terms of its history and
its educational heritage - all exemplify the essence of the Conservation Council.
This review is intended to present one of the unique characteristics of the
Conservation Council: the use of historical documentation as a basis for
exposing the cultural heritage values of a historical property and promoting its
conservation. The study of all existing documents is fundamental for an in-depth
examination of an asset and its components and characteristics. This review will
focus on one aspect of the documentation - the exposure of wall paintings in the
first buildings constructed at the Agricultural School in the late 19th century.
During the documentaion of the layers of paint and murals in several buildings at
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Mikveh Israel that | carried out in recent years, | discovered, in the initial layers of
paint, distinctive features of decorative paint art. These features add important
and interesting information about the early years of the agricultural school, its
establishment, its first buildings and the influence of their intended function on
their design in Mikveh Israel. This review has a threefold purpose: 1) To describe
the process of uncovering rare murals in the administration building. (These
paintings depict birds of prey hanging on ropes, and for this reason | chose to call
this room the "Hunters' Room") 2) to try to explain why these paintings
specifically were chosen to decorate the walls of the administration building and
3) to honor the memory of some of the figures who took part in the story of
Mikveh Israel and are depicted in the murals. These include Yehoshua Margolin,
Menachem Goldfarb, Yehuda Mininberg, and Zelig and Shlomo Levita.

Keywords: Murals, trophy hunting, hunters, wood-like mural tree-like wall
painting, stencil painting.

p158 | Education and its role in changing the status of the Council and its
sites

Keren Sharabi-Reisch holds a master's degree in Land of Israel studies from the
University of Haifa. Her thesis focused on education at heritage sites: "Between
Propaganda and Education." She is the director of the Education and Heritage
Sites Department at The Council for the Conservation of Heritage Sites in Israel.
In this capacity, she integrates the activities of the umbrella organization into the
heritage sites, supports site teams and leads initiatives to develop educational
programs and products in the field of conservation education.

keren@shimur.org.il

Since its inception, The Council for Conservation of Heritage Sites in Israel has
focused on preventing the demolition of buildings of historical and cultural value
and on their physical conservation. With the establishment of the umbrella
organization for heritage sites and historical museums, the Council's activities
expanded to include education to conserve and nurture the intangible heritage
as well. As a byproduct of the umbrella organization's activities, meaningful
relations developed among the site managers, leading to fruitful collaborations
among them. Professional training sessions were held for the staff of the heritage
sites, and infrastructure was established to train and employ personnel,
including National Service (Sherut Leumi) volunteers and senior volunteers.
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Agreements were signed to coordinate group visits and national projects such as
"Upgrading Heritage Sites" and "Israeli Shabbat" were launched. These initiatives
strengthened the heritage sites and broadened their exposure and accessibility
to the general public.

These activities, along with unique educational projects such as "Adopt a Site,"
the development of games and educational kits, and dedicated printed
materials, helped make the field of conservation accessible to children and
families. Education thus became a central pillar of the Council's work, its impact
evident in the heightened public awareness of building conservation, the
increased number of visitors to heritage sites, and the strengthening of the
professional and the community network of all sites across Israel.

Keywords: Heritage axis, building styles, tangible and intangible heritage

p162 | The activities of The Council for Conservation of Heritage Sites in
Israel's Northern

District: 2010-2024

Uri Ben Zioni was director of the Northern District at The Council for
Conservation of Heritage Sites in Israel from 2010 to 2024. Prior to that he served
as an archaeologist and director of the Akko Citadel Conservation Project for the
Israel Antiquities Authority's Conservation Department.

uri@shimur.org.il

This review is written at the end of my 14-year tenure as director of the Northern
District of The Council for Conservation of Heritage Sites in Israel (2010-2024).
Its purpose is to describe, from the perspective of a district director at the
Conservation Council, the trends, transformations and changes that have taken
place in recent years in the perception of built heritage conservation.

In general, the role of a district director at The Council for Conservation of
Heritage Sites in Israelis to protect built heritage sites from the modern era
located in his district1, and to move forward processes to survey the sites, have
them declared worthy of conservation and conserve them. A large variety of
ways to do this exists:

To raise awareness of conserving built heritage among the public, local
leadership, regional planning and building committees, and among the
professionals involved; to participate in local and regional planning and building
committees, and explain the position of The Council for Conservation of Heritage
Sites in Israel; to guide and shape conservation policy during statutory planning
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(i.e., when plans for spaces that include textures and sites designated for
conservation are being prepared, to provide assistance to planners on
conservation matters, to ensure that conservation appendices are prepared and
insistently demand that conservation policy be integrated into the plans; to
become acquainted with local authority heads and relevant municipal
professionals in order to promote conservation projects and create cooperative
ventures; to initiate conservation projects managed by The Council for
Conservation of Heritage Sites in Israel; to provide support for and even establish
conservation committees at the local authorities, as stipulated in the Fourth
Addendum to the Planning and Building Law, which was initiated by The Council
for Conservation of Heritage Sites in Israel in the early 1990s; to initiate and
provide support for conferences, tours, lectures and written pieces; to instill
conservation values through a public conservation committee; to use national
and local media agents; to becoming acquainted with other protection and
development organizations in the district and create collaborations with them,
and more.

The Northern District of The Council for Conservation of Sites in Israel includes
the Golan, the Upper and Lower Galilee, the Northern Valleys and the Sea of
Galilee area. The definition of the Northern District at The Council for
Conservation of Heritage Sites in Israel corresponds to that of the Ministry of the
Interior, except for the Western Galilee region (Nahariya, Akko, Mateh Asher,
Ma'ale Yosef, etc.), which the Ministry of the Interior includes in the Northern
District, but the Council for the Conservation of Sites assigns to the Haifa and
Western Galilee District.

The Northern District is the most diverse district in terms of population,
ethnicities and cultures. The district is distinguished by a wealth of
archaeological and historical sites.

Keywords: Statutory planning, conservation consultants, conservation
appendices, alternative planning, antiquities, modern-era sites.

1 Built heritage sites include sites and assets dating from 1700. According to the
Antiquities Law, assets and sites from before 1700 are included in the definition
of "antiquity," and are protected and managed by the Israel Antiquities Authority.



p176 | Kinneret Courtyard: "A closed courtyard that is open in every
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Muki Tzur is a historian, educator and member of Kibbutz Ein Gev. He actively
promotes heritage education, research and storytelling as part of the agenda of
The Council for Conservation of Heritage Sites in Israel.

muki_tsur@walla.co.il

Zehava Hacham-Gabai, director of the Conservation Council's Kinneret
Courtyard site, is a certified tour guide with a master's degree in multidisciplinary
education.

zehavahg@walla.co.il

Assaf Lundner, coordinator of tour guiding services at the Conservation
Council's Kinneret Courtyard site, is a certified tour guide with a bachelor's
degree in Land of Israel studies.

h.kineret@gmail.com

This article reviews the changes - both physical and in the perception of its
heritage - that transpired in the Kinneret Courtyard from the early 20th century to
the present, and consequently, how it is presented to visitors. The Courtyard was
established by the World Zionist Organization's Land of Israel Office as a farm to
equip the men and women of the Second Aliyah with the agricultural skills
needed to work the land and to train them for permanent settlement. Over the
years, the Courtyard became a kind of social laboratory, which pioneers and
dreamers passed through and where economic and social ideas and concepts
crystallized. These ideas laid the foundation for organizations of workers and
activists and of pre-state institutions such as the Haganah, and provided the
infrastructure for the official institutions of the State of Israel upon its
establishment.

The Courtyard operated from 1908 to 1974, when it was abandoned by the IDF,
and transformed from a closed courtyard into a courtyard that was open in all
directions. In 2007, it was officially recognized as a "heritage site" -

desighed to document a central chapter in the history of settlement in the Land
of Israel, to open its gates to a wide

audience and to presentits unique story.

Keywords: Kinneret Courtyard, history- and place-based story, conservation,
tourist education and experience.
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Cultural heritage asset: Memory and representation

In the broad discussion about cultural heritage assets, memory and its
characteristics occupy a central place.

Memory is perceived as a dynamic social phenomenon that is based on past
events but adapts itself to the needs of the present. Due to its distance from the
past, in order to survive, memory needs mediation agents. Cultural heritage
assets serve as such agents. The choice of assets to represent memory is based
on three dimensions:

the visible, observable dimension and familiarity with historical documentation;
the concealed dimension of the event, image or idea relating to perception; and
the experiential dimension. It is the combination of these three dimensions that
gives importance to the asset chosen to represent memory.

Iron skeletons are no longer silent: Conservation and erasure of landscapes of
memory, commemoration and protest by the side of the road
Keren Oz

Summary

During the war that broke out on October 7, 2023, wrecked cars were placed
along the Coastal Highway. Over the course of a few months, these wrecks,
reminiscent of the armored vehicles that line the road to Jerusalem, took on new
meaning. The handling of these wrecks and the public response to them
illustrate the rapid pace at which landscapes of memory take shape in the 21st
century.

Worecked cars and the remains of armored vehicles are similar physically, but
they represent profoundly different narratives. The processes of their integration
in the public consciousness and transformation into symbols also differs, yet it
seems that the factors that influenced the public's attitude toward the armored
vehicles still influence us today. This article compares the skeletons of the
armored vehicles with the wrecked cars, while exploring their similarities and
differences. This comparison will illustrate how ambiguous symbols are subject
to conflicting interpretations and may become a battlefield over moral and
political values dealing with heritage, memory and oblivion.

Introduction: The new landscapes of memory Late at night on June 25, 2024, the
remains of wrecked cars were placed on high hills along the Coastal Highway.



The next morning, the media reported: “A Brothers and Sisters in Arms exhibit -
burnt-out cars on the hills along Highway 2" (Munk, 2024). The Brothers and
Sisters in Arms movement explained that the exhibit was designed to serve as a
reminder to the public and to the current government that it was "in the driver's
seat" on October 7, and that it must take responsibility and make way for a broad
government (Brothers in Arms, 2024).

Media coverage revealed that the installation of the wrecked cars was an act of
protest against the government. The choice of the smashed vehicle as a symbol
was intended to cast blame on the symbolic driver of the car. Nowhere did the
media coverage June state where the cars came from, nor did it claim that they
had a direct connection to the events of October 7.

Over the ensuing months, the appearance of the cars changed, taking on a
dynamic aspect. Similar cars were placed along other highways, signhs were
affixed to them and then removed, symbols borrowed from Israel and abroad
appeared, graffiti was sprayed on them, and they were repeatedly painted and
repainted. Due to their prominent locations, the cars received press coverage
and drew public attention. They were loaded with a variety of interpretations and
elicited a wide range of public

Key words: Armored vehicles, October 7, landscapes of memory, yellow ribbon,
political heritage, symbols.

reactions online and at the physical sites where they were placed. These
reactions ranged from respect, support and appreciation, to contempt and
vandalism.

This article reviews several aspects of memory landscape formation, and
examines the relationship between landscapes of the past and new landscapes.

These aspects will be examined through an analysis of the wrecked cars that
were placed on the sides of highways and intended to represent a memory
imprinted on Israeli society by a traumatic historical event. As of the time of this
writing, the event has not yet ended, and the future of the new agents of memory
is yet unclear.

Introduction: Wrecked cars and their transformation into agents of memory —the
phenomenon and its development in the Israeli space Amit-Cohen (2014, p. 69)
states: “The single item gains the status of a symbol, a representative sign that
has achieved broad consensus, whose role is to represent a broader
phenomenon or meaning.” How did the wrecked cars come to symbolize the
events of October 7, and what broader meaning has been invested in them?



The first photographs that emerged from the killing fields in the south and were
published in the media showed hundreds of damaged and burned cars that were
abandoned on Highway 232 and near the Re’im parking lot, where the Nova
festival was held. The cars, which bore witness to the horrific events at the site,
remained where they were after many of their occupants were kidnapped,
injured or murdered. These wrecks were later collected and broughtto an
improvised lot in a field near Moshav Tekuma. Archaeologists and volunteers
from the emergency response organization ZAKA visited the site in an effort to
locate evidence and remains of the murdered and missing. The lot became a
pilgrimage site, frequented by visitors from Israel and around the world. A visit to
the site includes a guided tour, and visitors can look at the cars but not enter
them. The cars became sacred relics, remains of the day's events, whose image
was adopted as a symbol.

Several damaged cars that belonged to festival-goers were included in the Nova
exhibit at the Expo complex in Tel Aviv (Israel Hayom, 2023). On the first
anniversary of the events of October 7, the central element of the stage design at
the "Families’ Ceremony" in Hayarkon Park was a heap of battered and burned
cars at the foot of the stage.

Iron skeletons at the side of the road The phenomenon of wrecked vehicles on
the roadside that became agents of memory for a significant national event is not
new. The wrecks remaining after October 7, 2023, were preceded by other
wrecked vehicles on the roadside. The remains of armored vehicles from the War
of Independence that were left scattered on the road to Jerusalem after the war
became iconic symbols that are etched into Israel's collective conscioushess
and memory landscapes. These armored vehicles, remnants of the battles on
the road, became memorial monuments.

Azaryahu (2002) argues that the dramatic power of these armored vehicles
stemmed from their dual role — as witnesses that participated in the war’s
events, and as authentic remains - testimony of the events. In this respect, the
cars from October 7 are similar to the armored vehicles from the War of
Independence. In contrast, however, to the armored vehicles, which remained by
the side of the road for many years and whose status became fixed as a
memorial landscape, the remains of October 7 were quickly removed from their
original location - as if the former had been designed to be remembered and
immortalized and the latter to be erased

and forgotten.

Immediately after the War of Independence, personal inscriptions written by the
families of the fallen in their memory appeared on and next to some of the



armored vehicles. In the 1950s, the state added limestone plaques etched with
the dates of the battles in which the vehicles had participated, but without
mentioning personal details of the fallen - transforming the remains into a
collective, anonymous monument of sorts. Over the years, on the days of
remembrance, Israeli flags have been draped over the armored vehicles, and
wreaths placed on them.

The armored vehicles thus underwent a process of slow and formal fixation in
the collective memory: from random finds to “monuments in the making,” which
were ultimately adopted by the state. This process illustrates how a “living”
symbol gradually becomes a permanent monument, through visibility, ritual and
national

importance. Real memory, fake memory After Rabin’s assassination, the Israeli
government decided to commemorate his name and legacy in the Sha'ar Hagai
area. This initiative included the conservation and restoration of the Ottoman-era
Sha'ar Hagai khan,

and the establishment of a heritage center dedicated to the memory of the
fighters who broke through the road to Jerusalem — notwithstanding the absence
of a connection between the historic structure from the Ottoman period and the
battles of the War of Independence. The implementation of this decision was
delayed for various reasons, and the new heritage center was inaugurated only at
the end of 2020. The outside wall of the khan that houses the new heritage
center bears a line from a poem by Haim Gouri: “Forever remember our names.
Convoys broke through on the way to the city.” Thus, a written inscription
reminds anyone driving along the highway who can read Hebrew of the
landscape’s significance.

Next to the khan stand two “convoys” of armored vehicles. The first consists of a
cluster of restored and repainted vehicles that were placed on a concrete
surface west of the khan in 2016. The convoy is illuminated and easily visible
from the road day and night. The second convoy, which was placed east of the
khanin 2021, includes three vehicles from the 1940s —an armored vehicle, a
supply truck and a bus that underwent extensive restoration and painting, which
visitors can view and enter. The convoy stands on the remains of the Mandate-
era old road and demonstrates what the armored vehicles that accompanied the
convoys looked like, and which vehicles traveled in the convoys. The restoration
highlights the differences between the remains of the vehicles that became
monuments, and the original vehicles that traveled in the convoys during the War
of Independence.



Over the years, the armored vehicles were moved a number of times due to the
expansion of Highway 1. In addition, they were collected, conserved and
repainted, and placed in clusters in new locations. In 2018, The Council for
Conservation of Heritage Sites in Israel sought to protect the armored vehicles. It
turned to the Ministery of Defense to ensure appropriate treatment for them,
given “that they do not have the defined status of a national memorial site or
monument, because there are no basic arrangements that would prevent
damage to them or their theft” (Schwecki, 2018). Every change that was made to
the appearance or the location of the armored vehicles provoked agitated public
reactions and criticism.

Some of the articles published following the changes also raised questions
regarding the authenticity of the vehicles currently located near Sha'ar Hagai
(Ohad, 1965; "The

Forgotten Armored Vehicles", 1972).

Alongside the efforts to preserve the memory of the symbols, one can also find
expressions that point to oblivion and erasure. In an article published in 1967,
journalist Menachem Talmi described the process of expanding Highway 1. The
armored vehicles are dramatically personified as the heroes of the story: Step
after step, and we reach the carcasses of the armored vehicles, the scorched
iron steles, the weeping steel monuments. Here they lie, with wheels plucked off
and deracinated of engines, the armored vehicles that broke through the "gate of
hell," which fought on the road up to the besieged capital... For nineteen years,
the steel monuments lay there, telling passersby the story of every rise and bend
in the road (Talmi, 1967).

Talmi then describes an encounter with an elderly laborer working on widening
the road: "We point to the corpse of an armored vehicle lying not far from where
he is standing and ask him if he can tell us what its significance is." Don't know" -
he shrugs - "it's old, it's been here a long time." The journalist explained that the
laborer was a new immigrant who had only been in Israel for six years and likely
had more pressing problems. He never checked out the matter, nor did anyone
bother to tell him. At the end of the article, he noted that except for the armored
vehicles, nothing has stayed the same. The vehicles will now be moved a bit to
enable faster road travel, but will remain by the roadside and remind us of the
past.

In a much later article, Yisrael Peretz described the contrast between the beauty
of the Jerusalem Mountains and the memories of the bitter events that took
place

there. He concludes the article:



On the bus to Jerusalem, at Sha'ar Hagai, a little boy who can barely reach the
window points to the rusty armored vehicles and asks sorrowfully what they are.
His father looks, sighs, falls silent and sighs again. The little boy who can barely
reach the window is not satisfied with the answer and jabs a finger into his
father's eye. "What is it?" he screams. The father looks out, "They’re there to
remind people that it's forbidden to drive fast," he says, "To prevent traffic
accidents." The writer ended with the words: "Maybe it's easier this way" (Peretz,
1984).

From the original to the replica: Loading old agents of memory with new meaning
While the armored vehicles quickly became a unifying national symbol of
heroism, the October 7 cars are turning into charged symbols that have sparked
controversy and struggle over the narrative of this war, its causes and the parties
responsible.

OnJuly 3, 2024, Daniel Tchetchik published a series of photos of the cars entitled
"A walk to Caesarea: The Nova Festival Car Exhibit along the Coastal Highway"
on the photography blog of the Haaretz newspaper. The accompanying text
reads: "On the side of the road, | documented the burned cars that became a
symbol of October 7. The purpose of the exhibit is to keep the horrors of the
massacre fresh in the minds of the government and its leader, as well as the
general public" (Tchetchik, 2024).

He defined the image of the cars as an image of memory that became a tool of
protest.

Despite the widespread publicity and rumors swirling around the cars, it turns
out that they were not relics of the massacre site. According to the Brothers and
Sisters in Arms movement, which initiated the exhibit, the wrecks were
purchased from car wrecking yards, deliberately burned by the activists and
transported by volunteers to various points along the Coastal Highway.

It all started on the eve of Shavuot. We set out on a "Bringing the First Fruits of
Destruction" mission. We set out in three convoys: one from the Gaza Envelope,
one from the Galilee and one from the center of the country. We transported the
cars on trailers and drove to Jerusalem. Near Sha'ar Hagai we stopped to
regroup. The underlying idea was to keep the issue of the failure and the
hostages in the discourse of all the drivers by leaving the cars on the sides of the
road. We faced a huge dilemma because of the armored vehicles; some people
wanted to place the wrecks next to those in Sha'ar Hagai. In the end, it was
decided to leave them on the Coastal Highway on the way to Caesarea, as
remains of an accident for which the person who lives in Caesarea

is responsible



1. Hence, the cars are nothing more than imitations of the real remains. The
people who created them chose to place them along the Coastal Highway - a
busy and crowded road that connects Tel Aviv to Haifa - far from the site of the
original cars in the Gaza border area on Israel’s geographical periphery. Unlike
the armored vehicles, whose power stems largely from their preservation in their
original location, the power of the cars derives precisely from their placementin
the center of the country, where large numbers of people are exposed to them.

The comparison between leaving the armored vehicles in situ and removing the
new wrecks raises profound questions about the legitimacy and the power to
shape collective memory: While the state has preserved the armored vehicles as
part of the national story, institutional factors may be trying to prevent the
institutionalization of the new symbol. As suggested by Nora (1989), who
distinguishes between living memory and fixed sites of memory, removal or
ignoring the symbol may serve as a mechanism of “official oblivion." Evolving
symbol: Wrecked cars are redesigned and loaded with a different message and
status On July 4, 2024, yellow helium balloons were tied to the cars and the signs
reading “Government of Destruction”

no longer appeared in the photographs - removed by opponents of their message
according to Brothers and Sisters in Arms activists. Channel 12 News that day
featured photographs of the cars accompanied by a short text: "An exhibit on
behalf of the hostages was placed on the side of the Coastal Highway: Thirteen
burned cars with yellow balloons were placed along the Coastal Highway
between Ma'agan Michael and Netanya. The exhibit was intended to remind the
thousands of drivers traveling on Highway 1 of the 120 hostages still held by
Hamas in Gaza" (Day 272 of the War, 2024). The next day, a oster was published
calling on the public to join in supporting the deal to release the hostages. The
poster featured a photo of one of the cars, the symbol of the hostages and
balloons.

On July 13, 2024, the cars were painted yellow. A video posted on the Facebook
page of Brothers and Sisters in Arms that documented the painting of the cars
stated that the color yellow symbolizes hope, memory and the ongoing captivity,
along with human, social, and Jewish values and the organization’s moral
responsibility and commitment to the hostages. The activists said in an interview
that painting the cars yellow aroused greater solidarity than the “Government of
Destruction” inscriptions since there is a broader consensus around the struggle
to return the hostages.2 Drivers who pass by the cars will notice that they
continue to change. Sometimes Israeli flags or pictures of the hostages appear
on them; other times they bear slogans such as "Kaplan Massacre," "Until
Complete Victory" or "The People of Israel Live." In this way, the exhibit takes on



multiple meanings, becoming a platform for various types of protests and a
means of expression for various groups. Every week or two, volunteers show up
and repaint the cars.

The color yellow: The evolution of a symbol and its infusion with new meanings
Painting the cars yellow is in essence the adoption of another symbol - one that
went through many evolutions before arriving at the Coastal Highway. Over the
course of history, the color yellow has been infused with a wide variety of
interpretations. In Western culture, yellow symbolizes cowardice, and also
voyeurism ("yellow" journalism) and racial labeling. In the detention camps,
yellow was a sign of a contagious disease, whose carriers needed to be avoided.
The yellow star is a familiar symbol in Israel - used by the Nazis as a badge of
shame to stigmatize Jews.

In the 19th century, women who wore yellow ribbons around their necks
announced a romantic relationship with a partner serving in the American
cavalry. The women wore the ribbons as a sign of loyalty and belonging. In 1973,
an American pop song called "Tie a Yellow Ribbon Round the Ole Oak Tree" was
published. The song tells the story of a released prisoner who asks his wife to tie
a yellow ribbon around the oak tree near their home to signal whether he should
get off the bus or keep going. The yellow ribbon signified that the wife had
remained faithful to her husband while he was away from home, even though he
had committed crimes. The song, which included a veiled comparison between
the soldiers returning home from the Vietnam War and a criminal returning home
from prison, was a great success.

In the late 1970s, during the hostage crisis at the U.S. Embassy in Tehran, the
symbol received a new interpretation, stemming from the act of one woman -
Penelope Laingen, the wife of the head of the American consulate who was
taken hostage, along with dozens of other consulate employees, and held
captive for more than a year. Laingen, who sought to raise awareness and
advance the effort to secure her husband’s release, wore a yellow ribbon and
spoke about it to audiences throughout the United States. As a result of her
writing and speeches, people across the United States tied yellow ribbons in
solidarity with the hostages. The yellow ribbons expressed American support for
citizens held captive by Islamic terrorism.

As aresult of Laingen's activities, the song took on a patriotic nuance, and a new
tradition was born in the United States: tying a yellow ribbon as an expression of
solidarity by the home front and support for fighters on the front lines. Laingen's
yellow ribbons created a connection between waiting for and maintaining loyalty
to innocent loved ones whose only crime was being American citizens, and
national loyalty. The American press used the slogan "America Held Hostage,"



thereby creating an identification between the entire American people and the
hostages.

In 1991, during the Gulf War in the United States, the yellow ribbon became one
of the most prominent symbols of support for the fighters. Yellow ribbons were
hung in public spaces, in government offices and at the entrances to shops and
businesses as an expression of patriotism and support for those fighting
overseas. During Operation Desert Storm, the ribbons returned once again as a
symbol of national solidarity.

The yellow ribbon sprouted "from the bottom up" as a popular and grassroots
expression of unity and love for the country. In accordance with Victor Turmer's
theory (Turmer, 1967) of public symbols, the yellow ribbon was adopted by the
state and received various meanings and interpretations.

Some would argue that it was imposed from the top down as a dominant symbol
designed to crete a collective consciousness. Others viewed the adoption of the
symbol as a hegemonic strategy used by the government to mobilize support.
When people who donned the yellow ribbon were asked what it symbolized, a
variety of answers were received: support for the fighters, support for the war,
support for the government, support for peace and more.

Summary

Driving along Highway 1 in December 2024, | saw the armored cars on the side of
the road covered in yellow cloth. It was another, new connection, between the
old landscapes of memory from the early days of the state and the new
landscapes that are taking shape before our eyes. The yellow ribbon carries
many meanings that stem from diverse historical and geographical contexts.
Since October 7, it has been adopted in Israel as a symbol of identification with
the hostages and the struggle for their release. The decision to use cars on the
roadside as a symbol and to connect them with the color yellow demonstrates
how symbols and their meanings are in a kind of negotiation process and how
their definition changes. Modern tools that are available to the public today allow
everyone to express their opinion in the public space, and to actively participate
in interpreting and even designing evolving symbols. The debate over the
interpretation of a central symbol like the remains of the cars on the side of the
road is in fact a profound discussion about fundamental questions: What kind of
country is Israel? What values guide it? What symbols does it sanctify?

The dynamic changes in the appearance of the cars on the Coastal Highway
illustrates how landscapes of memory are reshaped in response to shifting



social and political contexts, and how the meaning of symbols evolves. Together
with questions directly related to the yellow cars and their role in Israel's
landscape and public consciousness, additional questions arise. These
guestions are part of a broader discussion concerning the distinction between
history and memory; the change of memory over time; the role of agents of
memory; and the power of symbols to reflect deep societal and cultural change.

About the Author: Keren Oz | keren@pashutpashut.co.il

Keren Oz, an independent curator and director of the curation firm Pashut,
specializes in interpreting and transmitting Israeli culture and heritage. She holds
a bachelor's degree in Land of Israel and Environmental Studies from Tel Hai
College, and a master's degree in Heritage Curation from Ben-Gurion University
of the Negev. Among the heritage centers she planned are Khan Shaar Hagai, the
heritage center for the fighters who broke through the road to Jerusalem in 1948.


mailto:keren@pashutpashut.co.il

